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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held at Tynecastle High School on 22
nd

 May 2019 

 

1. Present: Gareth Oakley (C); Jonny Dobson; Derek Law; Mark Taylor; Seona Skulina; Tara 

Hargreaves; Kersti Anear 

 

Apologies: Wolfgang Zeller; Helen Miller; Loren Slater 

 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 

 

Review of Actions arising: 

 

Action: Communications to be the substantive agenda item at next meeting.  

 

Communications Working Group now set up including PA members. 

 

Action: Derek to look at parent/carer consultation schedule and consult with staff regarding 

the potential for a drop-in session (and a suitable structure) 

 

Timetable scheduling has not enabled this to happen.  

 

Action: Parent Council to liaise with Derek regarding survey of parents/carers in summer 

term 

 

This to be taken as a separate agenda item here. 

 

Action: Gareth to email P7 parents/carers with proposed dates and arrange event. 

 

Information night for parents/carers was held on 8
th

 May. 

 

Action: Communications Working Group to be established: Wolfgang Zeller, Kersti Anear, 

Jonny Dobson, Seona Skulina and Sally Polson (PA representative) 

 

This is now in place. 

 

Action: Jonny to think about what support he might be able to provide in terms of passing on 

knowledge of use of parental controls on devices and games consoles. 

 

Ongoing action 
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3. Matters Arising 

 

School Building Works 
The work has been split into nine phases, with Phases 1 and 2 now complete. Additional 

funding has been secured by the School to pay for replacement blinds in the main hall. 

 

A positive working relationship has been developed with the building works team and they 

continue to respect the need to avoid excessive noise or disruption during the school day. 

 

The current target completion date for all works is December 2019. 

 

4. Head Teacher’s Update 

 

Derek provided an update on the Building Works that was taken under Matters Arising. 

 

He then provided an overview of ongoing work, positive achievements in the past year and 

where further focus will be driven in the coming year. 

 

National Improvement Framework (NIF) for Scottish Education – Good practice is 

driven by the ‘Edinburgh Learns’ Framework that sets out the City of Edinburgh wide 

approach to meeting the needs of the NIF. Craiglockhart has been noted by the City of 

Edinburgh team as demonstrating good practice. 

 

Tynecastle Cluster – There continues to be positive working with Dalry, Stenhouse and 

Balgreen schools, as well as Tynecastle HS, in aligning teaching practice and delivering 

effective learning to all pupils. 

 

Curriculum Rationale – There has been good work to identify and maintain whole school 

priorities that reflect what differentiates Craiglockhart and good work with the Pupil 

Parliament looking at the Behaviour Policy and design for a new school badge. 

 

Departmental Approach – There has been a good response by all staff in working within a 

Departmental Approach with different key focus areas at each age group level within the 

school. The Learning Through Play approach in P1&P2 has been seen as setting good 

practice standards for the City as a whole. 

 

Moving forward there will be renewed focus on areas including: 

 

Developing Tracking pupil attainment and achievement – Continued work with cluster 

partners and others to determine useful means of assessing pupil performance and 

communicating this to parents/carers as well as practitioners 

 

Parental engagement – Continuing to seek parent/carer views and engagement across all 

curriculum areas, and supporting deeper understanding of home learning approach. 
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Classes for 2019/20 session 

 

Planning for the 2019/20 session is at an early stage. Present numbers suggest no need for a 

composite P4/P5 class, though this will depend on final pupil numbers.  

 

Further details will be available later in the summer term once numbers are clearer across all 

year groups. 

 

Parent/Carer Questionnaire 

 

Derek talked through his ideas for the questionnaire to be issued to parents/carers. This will 

look at views and opinions across Family Learning, Sharing Learning and Reporting to 

Parents/Carers. 

 

Questionnaire was subsequently issued to all parents/carers during w/c 3
rd

 June. 

 

5. Chair’s Business 

 

SW Locality: This is a quarterly meeting of Parent Councils within the South West Locality 

in the City. The latest meeting took place on 30
th

 April.  

 

Main item on the agenda was Jackie Reid from CEC discussed the ‘Edinburgh Learns’ 

Strategy the aim of which is to raise attainment for children and young people. 

 

Delegates discussed the various methods of receiving reports for their children from their 

respective schools. The use of online learning journals was noted; however, these ceased due 

to the work load these created. 

 

It was agreed that the assessments should not be about comparison but “Is the child where 

they should be”, with the ethos being individual learning pathways. It was noted that parents 

need to know what "Good looks like" as a starting point. 

 

Delegates also agreed there should be parental involvement in the setting of targets. 

 

As an example of a successful approach, it was noted that Dean Park Primary School supply 

personalised hand written reports with examples of class work included and show the child’s 

personal targets and personal learning plan.  These follow the child’s learning journey 

through primary school and could also follow the child to high school.  

 

The other item was information about Parent Council organisation and the various 

engagement levels in the City. This is to be put on an updated engagement page of the CEC 

website. 

 

CEC CCwP: The Consultative Committee with Parents (CCwP) meets four (4) times a year. 

Representatives from each of the four Localities attend, along with a Special Schools 

representative, senior CEC officers and appointed Councillors. Each meeting includes 
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specific discussion topics, followed by feedback from the various Localities regarding 

specific issues raised at the Locality Meetings.  

 

The latest meeting discussed a number of items: 

 

Health & Wellbeing Framework – There was a description of ongoing work to monitor 

success of initiatives. The Scottish Government has set out a number of wellbeing indicators 

and these are mapped to actions in the CEC strategy. The framework offers planning for staff 

in how to deliver and supporting resources and references. 

 

The Strategy Group responsible for the framework have feedback loop via young people at 

schools where meetings take place (quarterly). 

 

The ‘Keeping myself Safe’ learning resource pack is to be refreshed to ensure that latest 

thinking is included. 

 

Parental Engagement 

 

CEC will be issuing a survey based on questions that Scottish Government wants to ask! 

Parent Councils are asked to support parents/carers completing the survey. 

 

Schools 

 

Significant new building works programmes are ongoing – 3 primary schools in design, 

Queensferry HS to be completed Easter 2020 and 5 Early Years buildings as well as 

extensions to a number of existing schools. 

 

Firrhill HS noted as one (Broughton and Craigmount) where statutory consultations may be 

used to address capacity pressures. 

 

City of Edinburgh Council Parental Engagement Working Group 

 

This Group continues to operate – the latest meeting was postponed. Gareth attends as a 

parental representative. 

 

6. AOCB  

 

Air Quality Monitoring – The PC had received an email from a local resident concerned 

about local air pollution. They offered to assist the school in carrying out spot measurements 

of pollutant levels. 

 

Gareth noted that this was a reasonable offer, if it fits with project and topic work that any 

year groups are involved with. However, caution should be taken if any monitoring results 

are used to ‘prove’ the extent of pollution on Ashley Terrace or argue that the City Council 

should become involved in more extensive pollutant abatement work in the vicinity of the 

School. 
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The CEC is legally obliged to monitor air quality across the city. Where pollutant levels are 

elevated they are legally obliged to introduce an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) 

and associated Action Plan to reduce pollution. 

 

Of the existing AQMA none are around Craiglockhart PS. 

 

There are over 100 NOx monitoring stations in the City as part of ongoing air quality 

monitoring. 

 

There are 3 on Slateford Road between Hermand St and Ivy Terrace; A further 3 at the 

junction with Ardmillan Terrace. 

 

In terms of mitigation of particulate pollutants from car exhausts there is evidence that 

foliage at the roadside will entrap particulates. We could propose to add greenery at the 

fenceline of the School – but this is unlikely to be enacted. 

 

There is an ongoing debate nationally about the benefit of 20 mph for road safety vs. 

Pollution due to inefficient engines operating at low speed. Over time this is likely to lessen 

with electric and hybrid vehicles being more common.  

 

Code Club – There was also an offer of support from a local resident in setting up a Code 

Club. Gareth noted that the ongoing Digital Learning Strategy for Edinburgh is being 

developed by staff at Tynecastle HS; There is also a newly launched hub for digital 

development at Tynecastle supported by Hearts FC that may offer opportunities of support. 

We have had Computer Xplorers operating in school as an after-school activity and expect 

them to re-offer their classes once the building works are complete.  

 

Gareth therefore suggested that the idea of a Code Club should be looked at once the school 

is back in full operation. 

 

 

7. Date of next meeting  

 

19:00 Monday 10th June 2019. Joint Meeting with Parents Association. The meeting will be 

held at Tynecastle High School; those attending should come to the Community Wing 

entrance. 

 

 


