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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held at Tynecastle High School on 25
th

 February 2019 

 

 

1. Present: Gareth Oakley (C); Kersti Anear, Tara Hargreaves, Jonny Dobson, Loren Slater, 

Wolfgang Zeller, Seona Skulina, Wolfgang Zeller, Jo Hughes (PA C), Debbie Harrison (PA), 

Sally Poulson (PA), Rebecca Holmes (PA) 

 

Apologies: Derek Law, Mark Taylor, Helen Miller 

 

 

2. Joint Parent Council / Parent Association Session 

 

The first half of the meeting was a joint session with the Parent Association. This offered a 

chance to share activity to date by both bodies. 

 

Parent Council business raised the ongoing building works linked with wider changes to 

school lets and facilities management across the city. Other main topics of conversation have 

been reflections on home learning and how this can be better communicated to 

parents/carers. 

 

Wider discussions in the City within the South West Locality have looked at proposed 

catchment changes within the Currie/Nether Currie and Balerno areas, as well as proposals 

regarding the refurbishment of Currie HS and the WHEC. A refresh of the City of Edinburgh 

Council’s Parent Engagement Strategy is ongoing; Gareth is a parental representative on the 

working group. The CEC Budget for 2019/20 will be set in early March; further details will 

be available at the next meeting. 

 

Parent Association activities have been severely curtailed by the building works in the 

school. The works are now scheduled to be completed in November 2019. This means that 

the School Fair will take place at Polwarth Church on Saturday 8
th

 June; as will the 

Halloween Parties and Discos. The Family Ceilidh was successful, though not as popular as 

in previous years. This may have been since it coincided with Burns Night itself and the 

Burns Supper at Tynecastle HS. 

 

Both groups discussed how to best communicate the activities of both PC and PA to all 

parents/carers in the school. It is also important to encourage wider participation in both 

bodies since there will be a number of office bearers stepping down from their current posts 

in the next 12- 18 months. 

 

The rest of the meeting was conducted as a Parent Council only session. 
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3. Minutes of last meeting 

 

No amendments were requested. A copy is available on the Parent Council pages within the 

School website. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

 

Head Teacher’s Update 

Gareth provided an update from Derek in his absence. 

 

Pupil Parliament – Kendal has met with the new pupil parliament and their first priority is, 

to complement the forthcoming PA playground project work and the general refurbishment, 

to consult with their classmates on design for a new mural in the playground. 

 

Home Learning – Staff absence and issues with supply cover has meant a delay in updating 

the P1 and P2 class pages. This is intended to be completed on the website this week. Kendal 

and Derek are keeping an eye on the P3-7 class pages which they spent time updating in 

December and January. 

 

Classes for next session – Parents/carers in P3 and P4 will receive a heads up about the 

composite arrangement next session just prior to letting all parents/carers know in the March 

newsletter due out next week. 

 

Building Works - The transition from phase 1 to 2 went smoothly and it is expected that 

phase 2 will be completed in the allocated 4 weeks. Phase 3 should also be completed before 

Easter. It is estimated that the project is running just 3 weeks late and should be completed 

by the end of November. During the Easter holidays the main hall and gym hall will be 

refurbished.   

 

IT Refresh – will be taking place next week – IT suite desktops will be replaced and class 

desktops will be replaced with laptops to give teachers more flexibility. 

 

Visit from Panama – we have a group of 11 teachers from Panama coming to see us this 

Wednesday, including spending some time at Forest School. 

 

Action: Derek to ensure that Home Learning details for P1&P2 to be updated on the 

website as soon as possible. 

Action: Gareth to follow up with Derek regarding Class Page updates for P1&P2. 

 

Homework / Family Learning 

The meeting noted its disappointment at the length of time it has taken to provide updates 

for the P1&P2 groups regarding home learning. In general, while there has been useful 

information provided in the P3 – P7 pages there is still parent/carer confusion and 

uncertainty regarding expectations of pupils. 

 

It is recognised that the ongoing Building works have restricted the capacity to offer specific 
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information sessions or drop in sessions. However, the group is keen that there are some 

sessions arranged in the summer term. 

 

Website and Communications 

The group recognises that a refresh of general communications will help in promoting the 

work of the PC and reaching a wider spectrum of parents/ carers. Guidance available to the 

PC to date has meant only light touch engagement with social media. CEC restrictions on 

website design have also meant limited ability to update material. 

 

Recognising the growing familiarity with social media channels across parents/carers (e.g. 

use of informal parents/carer class groups on WhatsApp) the group see value in reviewing 

how best the PC can vary its communication routes. For inclusion purposes the main 

communication routes are likely to remain email and via the website.  

 

A communications strategy was considered useful, both in developing communications from 

the PC, but also dovetailing with PA communications. 

 

Action: Communications to be the substantive agenda item at next meeting. 

Communications Working Group to be set up – liaising with PA. 

 

 

5. Date of future meetings  

 

Wednesday 22nd May 19:00 (Tynecastle High School) 

Monday 10th June 19:00 (Tynecastle High School) – joint with Parents Association 


