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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held at Tynecastle High School on 16
th

 January 2019 

 

 

1. Present: Gareth Oakley (C); Tara Hargreaves; Jonny Dobson; Derek Law; Mark Taylor; 

Seona Skulina; Kersti Anear, Helen Miller, Loren Slater 

 

Apologies: Wolfgang Zeller 

 

 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 

 

No corrections or omissions were raised in relation to the previous minutes. Outstanding 

actions were noted as: 

 

Action: Derek to provide updates for the Parent Council regarding progress and 

timetabling of works. This to be taken as a separate item in Matters Arising 

 

Action: Kersti to discuss website structure and ongoing maintenance of content with 

Miss Gater and offer support with this. 

 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

Home Learning 

 

Derek noted that he and Kendal have been making concerted efforts to ensure that all Class 

Pages are up to date with latest relevant information for parents/carers. The intention is that 

the Class pages act as a single focal point for all information about home learning. 

 

Information regarding the strategies and work involved in present literacy and numeracy 

work is now in place. Updates on topic work are ongoing. 

 

Derek noted that he has asked staff to review their Class Pages and confirm that the details 

and resources listed are up to date. 

 

A wider discussion around awareness of the change in approach regarding home learning 

took place. Several examples of confusing resources or examples within the Class Pages 

were noted. A general concern that the pages had not been wholly updated was noted. 

Confusion around tasks given for home learning and expectations on pupils and 

parents/carers remains – as noted in the informal social media groups operating within 

several year groups. 
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While it is acknowledged that it will take time for the new approach to bed in, it would be 

helpful to keep emphasising to all parents/carers that they can find more information on the 

Class Pages. 

 

Building confidence in the Class Pages as a single point of information was discussed. It was 

agreed that the simplest way to do this would be to email parents/carers each time an update 

is made to a Class Page. This demonstrates that the information is being periodically updated 

– while also letting parents/carers know that there is new information they can access. 

 

Action: Individuals to email Derek with any issues, confused details or older documents 

that are spotted within the Class Pages 

 

Action: Derek and Kendal (as appropriate) to email specific Year Groups when there 

are any changes made to the Class Pages.  

 

In combination with details on the Class Pages it is planned to have a number of sharing 

curriculum experience events for parents/carers. Derek noted that the intention is that these 

will take place early in the summer term.  

 

The group wondered if it was possible for these to happen sooner, given a generally positive 

view of any opportunities for parents/carers to come into school to observe learning 

activities and see work to date during drop in sessions and similar. 

 

It was noted that the ongoing building works make scheduling drop-in sessions more 

difficult than normal. There is also uncertainty as to potential strike action, which may take 

place depending upon the outcome of current pay negotiations between Teaching Unions 

and the Scottish Government. 

 

School Building Works 
The Phase One works are underway. The overall timetable is slower than hoped. However, 

the site management has been good, with daily conversations between Derek and the site 

manager. This is greatly helping scheduling of works to minimise periods of exceptionally 

loud noise within school hours. It was noted that the workmen on site are being very 

considerate of the needs of the students and staff. 

 

It is hoped that work on the toilets will be completed during the February break and that 

work on the boiler system will be completed over the summer holidays. 

 

It was noted that the ongoing works mean that no lets are possible in the School at present. 

Although there has been agreement to run a number of lunchtime activities under the Active 

Schools Programme these are much reduced in terms of the overall number available. It has 

also meant that PA supported after school activities are not taking place. 

 

ACTION: Derek to update PC on a regular basis regarding scheduling of works. 
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4. Chair’s Business 

 

SW Locality: This is a quarterly meeting of Parent Councils within the South West Locality 

in the City. The latest meeting of the present academic year took place on 6
th

 November. The 

main topics of discussion were: 

 

a) Scottish Qualification Authority – Susan Gibb (Liaison Manager SQA, City of 

Edinburgh Council) provided a summary of details around her role. This covers support 

to teachers and lecturers in preparing learners and also meeting with parents/carers and 

employers to help their understanding of present National Qualifications. 

b) Parental Engagement –The City of Edinburgh Council Parental Engagement Group held 

its first meeting. The intention is to look at how best to ensure continued broad parental 

engagement across the City in support of wider efforts to ensure attainment for all 

reflecting their abilities. Gareth Oakley (Craiglockhart Primary and Tynecastle HS) and 

Billy Samuel (Corstophine Primary) are parental representatives on this group.  

c) Revised letting and facilities management arrangements – As at Craiglockhart all other 

primary schools have been impacted by the new working arrangements. It has not been a 

positive experience for anyone involved.  

 

 

CEC CCwP: The Consultative Committee with Parents (CCwP) meets four (4) times a year. 

Representatives from each of the four Localities attend, along with a Special Schools 

representative, senior CEC officers and appointed Councillors. Each meeting includes 

specific discussion topics, followed by feedback from the various Localities regarding 

specific issues raised at the Locality Meetings. The first meeting of the session took place on 

4
th

 October. Facilities management and school let procedures was the main topic of 

discussion. The second meeting took place on 6
th

 December. This took a presentation from 

the CEC Estates team looking at the wider strategy for management of all buildings across 

the Council Estate. A general intention is to design more multi-functional spaces so that a 

variety of services can be delivered in one space. This reflects a wider push across the City 

Localities to enable joined up delivery by public bodies (e.g. social and healthcare etc.) 

 

 

5. Head Teacher’s Update 

 

Derek discussed the contents of his latest newsletter to be issued shortly after the meeting. 

This included much of what had been discussed about home learning. 

 

Teachers are currently working on interim reports. 

 

He also noted the Internet Safety Day session open to all to attend at Tynecastle High School 

on Tuesday. Jonny intends on attending and will report back. 

 

New music teacher, Miss Benson is expanding the availability of music lessons and is 

planning on starting a school choir. 
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6. AOCB  

 

Communications – A general discussion about wider awareness of the work of the Parent 

Council took place. The school website pages dedicated to the Parent Council remain the 

main place where relevant information will be collated. The potential to use social media 

routes of communication was also discussed. The meeting noted the existence of a number 

of informal WhatsApp groups among parents/carers in several year groups. These provide an 

opportunity to connect with the wider parent/carer community – though can’t be considered 

an official route of communication for school matters. 

 

However, it was agreed that the existing Parent Council attendees should form a WhatsApp 

group in order to offer an informal means of discussing issues arising, dates of meetings etc. 

It is also a means of offering a route to raise relevant matters of discussion that come up on 

other parent WhatsApp groups where it is felt that the Parent Council can assist.  

 

Formal email communications to the full parent/carer community will continue to be the 

formal route by which Parent Council details will be provided. Parents/carers are reminded 

that they can contact the Parent Council at any time using the secretary’s email or the 

general mailbox craiglockhartparentcouncil@outlook.com 

 

 

7. Date of next meeting  

 

19:00 Monday 25th February 2019. The first half of the meeting will be a joint session with 

the Parent Association. The meeting will be held at Tynecastle High School; those attending 

should come to the main entrance where we will congregate before moving to the rooms we 

have available to us. 

 

The remaining meeting dates for the 2018/19 session are: 

 

Tuesday 26th March 19:00 (Tynecastle High School) 

Wednesday 22nd May 19:00 (Tynecastle High School) 

Monday 10th June 19:00 (Tynecastle High School) – joint with Parents Association 
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