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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 11
th

 June 2018 

 

The meeting was preceded by a joint meeting of the Parent Council and the Parents’ Association, 

at which summaries of recent activities and discussions were shared.  

 

In terms of Parent Council business the main items outlined were: 

 

a) AGM – Kersti Anear has been appointed as Parent Council Secretary; Gareth has been re-

appointed as Chair. Thanks to Tom Bruce’s long commitment to the PC were noted. 

 

b) Homework Questionnaire follow up 

 

A short term sub-group has been formed to review the findings of the Homework questionnaire 

with Derek and determine themes to address. There was an excellent level of response (90 

responses) so it has taken a bit of time to consider how best to collate the findings and look to 

take forward some positive actions in the 2018/19 academic year. 

 

c) Empowering Schools 

 

This bill being brought forward by the Scottish Government has been a point of discussion. 

While wide-ranging in its scope, there are some specific issues relating to parental engagement 

that are worth noting. Most importantly the requirements placed on Head Teachers in engaging 

with Parent Councils will change slightly. The present wording of ‘must consult and inform’ will 

change to ‘most collaborate’. While this does not change the present working relationship at 

Craiglockhart it does slightly raise the expectation level put on parents/carers in assisting the 

implementation of all aspects of the Curriculum for Excellence within the school. An emphasis is 

also put on the Parent Council to seek the views of pupils via the Pupil Parliament. 

 

d) South West Locality Meeting 

This is the quarterly meeting of all Parent Councils (Primary and High Schools) within the South 

West Locality. The most recent meeting was dominated by the ongoing catchment review 

consultation. The major impact discussed was the proposed merger of Currie HS and the WHEC. 

This has inevitably raised considerable comment from both communities directly affected. 

 

e) Consultative Committee with Parents (CCwP) 

This is the quarterly meeting of representatives from the 4 City Localities and the Special 

Schools Cluster with senior officers within the City Council Education & Families Department. 

Gareth attends as a representative of the South West Locality. 

The main topic of conversation at the last meeting was an update on the impact of Rising School 

Rolls within the City on provision of Primary and Secondary School places. These numbers are 

reviewed annually and are used to plan ahead in terms of proposed new buildings, extensions and 

refurbishment works required to ensure sufficient capacity for all pupils. The other topic of 
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discussion was teacher recruitment and the wider initiatives CEC has undertaken to minimise 

vacancies, particularly in STEM subjects (Science, Technology and Mathematics). 

 

Following the first section of the meeting the two groups split off into their own meetings. 

 

1. Present: Gareth Oakley (C); Kirsti Anear; Tara Hargreaves; Derek Law; Seona Skulina; 

Mark Taylor 

 

Apologies: Emma McCallum; Tom Bruce, Jonny Dobson 

 

 

2. Matters Arising 

 

Building Renovation Works 

The present plan is for works to commence at the beginning of the School Holidays. Initial 

work will take place in the halls and shared areas. During the Autumn Term there will be a 

rolling programme of classroom refurbishments. This will mean each class in turn being 

decanted to the ICT suite for a period of two weeks. The target completion date for all works 

is December 2018. 

 

Action: Derek to update Parent Council as works commence and progress. 

 

Homework 

Scheduling of the task group’s meeting was delayed due to personal reasons. Individual 

reviews of the specific questions and feedback should be passed to Tom Bruce to collate and 

send on to Derek by 4
th

 September. This will enable staff to review and plan homework 

activities for the first half of term. 

 

Class Arrangements 

Letters regarding teachers and class arrangements will be issued in the last week of term. 

There will be a total of 15 classes (2 x P1; 2 x P2; 3 x P3; 2 x P4; 2 x P5; 2 x P6; 2 x P7). 

 

3. AOCB 

 

Communications. Mark noted that there had been limited wider communication with 

parents/carers in the past term. Derek noted that there had been a short term resourcing issue 

with the departure of Mrs. Scott in the office and a delay in recruiting her replacement. This 

has been resolved.  

 

ACTION: Derek to ensure newsletters are sent out with key dates for parents/carers in 

as much time as is practicable. 

 

 

4. Date of next meeting  

 

Tuesday 11th September 2018.  


