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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 25
th

 April 2018 

 

 

1. Present: Gareth Oakley (C); Kersti Anear; Tom Bruce; Jonny Dobson; Derek Law; Mark 

Taylor; Seona Skulina 

 

Apologies: Emma McCallum; Tara Hargreaves 

 

 

2. Annual General Meeting 

 

Gareth noted that a summary of PC activities over the past year would be posted on the 

website. 

 

ACTION: Gareth to post AGM summary on website. 

 

Gareth noted that two of the office bearers had completed their two-year terms of 

appointment (Gareth as Chair; Tom as Secretary) and that these posts would need to be 

filled. Gareth indicated his willingness to be nominated for a third term. With his younger 

child now in P7, Tom will be leaving the PC after this year. 

 

Secretary role: Gareth nominated Kersti; Seona seconded this nomination. Kersti accepted 

the nomination and was duly appointed as Secretary (as sole nomination). 

 

Chair role: Seona nominated Gareth; Kersti seconded the nomination. Gareth accepted the 

nomination and was duly appointed Chair (as sole nomination). 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

Empowering Schools 
Gareth noted that the Bill is anticipated to be brought forward in the current Parliamentary 

session and that much of CEC practice was already in line with the Bill’s provisions. A 

notable feature of the Bill is the proposal to form Regional Collaboratives for the sharing of 

best practice. CEC will collaborate with Midlothian, East Lothian, Fife and Scottish Borders. 

 

Gareth noted his concern that it was not apparent that any new resource was being allocated 

to support these laudable Collaboratives. 

 

Derek noted that within CEC, there had been some positive impact from sharing best 

practice with regard to the deployment of the Pupil Equity Fund (PEF) monies. 

 

The Bill will revise the relationship between Head Teacher and Parent Council. Wording at 
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present states that ‘Head Teacher is obliged to consult and inform the Parent Council’ to 

‘Head Teacher is obliged to collaborate with the Parent Council’. Whether this results in a 

greater role for Parent Council in curriculum delivery and staff appointments is unclear. It is 

anticipated that it will not result in substantive change; it is noted that CEC best practice 

guidance is that Parent Council representatives are involved in the selection process for 

Principal and Head Teachers. 

 

The Bill also seeks to strengthen requirements to seek the views of pupils. Derek noted that 

CPS already has its Pupil Parliament established, so its role may increasingly form part of 

the School’s direction. 

 

Homework 

Tom gave a brief update on progress of the Homework Task Group. The group had distilled 

from the questionnaire returns, and discussed with Derek a set of ‘Guiding Principles’ which 

attempt to identify areas and formats in which home learning / home sharing is valued; 

which attempt to guide on levels of formality and compulsion, and which recognise that it is 

essential that any adjustments to the current practice re homework do not have a net impact 

on teacher workload. 

 

PC noted that a key driver for homework in the upper years is often seen as a need to be 

ready for ever more homework at High School. Tom noted that this has not been his 

experience as a parent of  an S1, now S2 child. 

 

ACTION: Tom to approach Tynecastle and Firrhill High Schools re their S1 homework 

policy. 

 

The group is currently working on more formal, question by question summaries of the 

questionnaires out-turns to provide (probably) a more extensive basis for the Guiding 

Principles. 

 

ACTION: Homework Group to complete question by question summaries, ideally 

ahead of May in-service day (8th May). 

 

Forest Schools 

 

Derek noted that he had spoken to Kendal about the wording of letters regarding Forst 

Schools and ‘whatever the weather’ statement. 

 

ACTION: Derek to check that wording has been revised in letter for parents/carers. 

 

Healthy Snacking 

 

Derek noted that he had a good conversation with the P1 teaching staff re encouragement of 

healthy snack choices among all pupils. 
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Road Safety 

 

There was some discussion of road safety. Derek noted the newsletter item. Gareth noted 

that CEC was currently consulting re provision of school crossing patrols (‘lollipop 

men/women’). He had noted the present provision and desire to seek a safe crossing route 

for access from the Canal (as deemed practicable). 

 

Jonny reminded PC of CEC ‘School Streets’ initative and associated road access closures at 

beginning and end of school day. Mark enquired about next moves to promote road safety.  

 

Gareth noted that due to the new 20 mph zone encompassing Ashley Terrace the useful 20 

mph flashing lights that imposed (then) lower limits at school times had been removed. The 

meeting expressed quite some regret at this retrograde step. Gareth reminded the PC that 

there are no ‘speed bumps’ on Ashley Terrace since it is a designated ambulance route. 

 

ACTION: Gareth will attempt to identify appropriate CEC traffic / road safety contact 

and re-activate conversations on these issues. 

 

4. Chair’s Business 

 

SW Locality. Next meeting scheduled for May 2
nd

. No further details to report since the 

previous meeting. 

 

CEC CCwP: Last meeting was cancelled due to snow. Next meeting scheduled for 17
th

 

May. 

 

Finances: Gareth noted that the PC had paid for the licence renewal of the librarian software 

(£660). 

 

 

5. Head Teacher’s Report 

 

Derek noted that on this occasion the latest Newsletter contained much of the business of his 

report. 

 

On HR: Interviews for the School Office post made vacant by Mrs. Scott’s departure are to 

be held on Friday (27
th

 April). Re: the retiral of Mrs. Barber from the music specialist post, 

the Senior Management Team, supported by CEC, is carrying out a review of potential 

candidates for the role in 2018/19. This will inform how music provision is best accounted 

for alongside wider creative arts. 

 

6. AOCB  

 

Building works. Derek noted that works on windows, wiring, boiler maintenance, heating 

and decor were all anticipated to commence over the summer period. 
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Summer Fair – The School Summer Fair will take place on Saturday June 2
nd

 and Gareth 

encouraged those that can to volunteer some time to support on stalls etc. 

 

Mindfulness Training - Derek noted that Katie Hunter and Jenny Kinnear are attending a 

Mindfulness training course organised with Tynecastle High School. 

 

Note of thanks – The meeting thanked Tom for his 4 years of service as Secretary. 

 

 

7. Date of next meeting  

 

Monday 11th June 2018. The first half of the meeting will be a joint session with the Parent 

Association.  

 


