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Craiglockhart Primary School 

 

Taking WRITING forward 

 

Background 

Attainment at Craiglockhart is good. Of the three areas formally assessed through 

national testing, the weakest area was Writing. As set out in our School 

Improvement Plan, the school had decided to focus on Writing in Session 2009/10 

to ensure a consistent and quality approach to the teaching of Writing throughout 

the school. 

Teachers discussed the teaching of Writing as part of a collegiate session. The 

following guidelines are a result of those discussions. These guidelines will be used 

by teachers when planning Writing in the year ahead and will be reviewed at the end 

of the session. 

 

How do we teach Writing? 

At Craiglockhart, Writing is an integral part of the classroom day, taught across 

curricular areas. Specific writing skills are taught separately through the 

‘Achievement in Literacy’ programme in P1 and 2 and through lessons in spelling, 

grammar and punctuation in later years. These guidelines will focus on lessons which 

focus on a specific piece of writing which should take place weekly.  

 

The Weekly Writing Lesson 

What will this lesson look like? This lesson should include the following: 

 

Context and Audience 

The lesson should have a context which is either interesting and or meaningful to 

the child. Where appropriate, there should be a real audience.  Teachers should 

make relevant links to projects and events that are happening in the life of the 

school.  

 

Clear Learning Intentions/Target Setting 

When focusing on creating a piece of writing, pupils should be clear on what the 

learning intentions are. Target setting supports the pupil to focus on aspects of 

writing which need to be developed. The targets can be set for the whole class, a 

group or even for individuals. Targets can be specific to secretarial skills e.g. ‘I can 

write in paragraphs’ or relate to content – ‘I can introduce a spooky setting’ 

 

Covering a variety of genre and styles 

Over the term, pupils should have experienced writing in a variety of genre and 

styles; personal, creative and functional. Links should be made to pupils reading and 

to real authors and Writer’s Craft activities should be used.  
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Using Modelling, and Scaffolding to support Independent Writing 

Pupils should be supported in reaching their targets by the teacher modeling good 

practice, then providing scaffolding to support pupils and then giving pupils the 

opportunity to write independently. Modelling can include the teacher writing a 

piece themselves on the whiteboard or smartboard, or looking closely at an existing 

author’s piece of work. Scaffolding can include writing together with the teacher or 

a writing partner or providing a structured planning format which supports the child 

to create their piece of writing. 

 

Collaborative Writing 

Collaborative working is a useful strategy which Craiglockhart pupils enjoy. Pupils 

working collaboratively with classmates in pairs or groups or pupils working with 

older or younger writing partners can motivate them in their writing.   

 

Peer and Self Assessment 

These approaches are useful in sharing good practice, ensuring pupils are clear 

about their targets, ensuring that pupils can measure their progress against the 

targets and look at their next steps. 

 

Quality feedback 

It is important that the style of feedback varies and that it is related to the 

targets which the children are focusing on. Children need to be clear about how 

they are doing in relation to their targets. Quality feedback can include verbal 

feedback, ‘two stars and a wish’ and feedback from peers. 
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The role of the ASL Team 

The Support for Learning Teacher and Learning Assistants support writing at 

Craiglockhart by working with pupils to develop the skills they need to be confident 

writers and by giving pupils extra time to work on their focused piece of writing. 

 

Useful School Resources 

• A Folder of examples of good practice 

• A bank of Writing Targets 

• A bank of self and peer assessment approaches 

• Shared useful websites 

• ‘Scholastics’ resources 

• Prim Ed 

• Whiteboards 

• A good stock of Highlighter pens 

• ‘Foundations for Writing’ (P1) 

 

 

Promoting and Celebrating Writing at Craiglockhart 

There are many ways that we can highlight success in writing around the school, 

including: 

• Celebrating writing at Assembly 

• Displaying good examples of writing around the school 

• Publishing examples of good writing in the school newsletter 

• Pupils publishing their own newspapers/newsletters 

• Entering writing competitions 

• Whole school writing activities e.g. writing a whole school acrostic poem 

• Involving writers/authors in the life of the school 

 

‘Curriculum for Excellence’ 

Initially, for Writing lessons, teachers will continue to use targets based on 5-14 

levels and skills. But teachers and pupils will gradually become more familiar with 

the ‘Curriculum for Excellence’ learning outcomes for writing as they use them in 

their planning.  

 

 

 

 

 


