
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Time for Homework 

The amount of time children spend on homework should be appropriate. Early Years 

pupils should be spending no more than 10-15 mins a day on homework but the amount 

should increase as children get older e.g. P7 pupils – no more than 2 hours per week.  

We want our pupils to benefit from their homework experience and our P7s to be 

well prepared for high school but a school/home life balance is also important and 

this came across strongly from the family questionnaire. If parents feel that their 

child is spending too long on their homework they should contact the class teacher.  

If parents feel that they would like to supplement the amount of homework their 

children receives, contact their teacher or refer to a number of websites which can 

support parents with work at home (see below). 

If Homework is not completed 

The feedback from the questionnaire leads me to believe that parents at 

Craiglockhart approve of homework as a tool for learning. If homework is not 

completed, parents will be informed through a standard letter. Parents can let the 

school know reasons for homework not being completed via the return slip. If 

parents do not wish their child to do specific homework tasks, they should let us 

know as soon as possible. 

 

Input from Pupils 

Pupil Questionnaire 

To complement these guidelines, pupils will also receive a questionnaire which will not 

only ask their opinions about homework but will also gather evidence of their learning 

experiences outside school, e.g. activities and clubs they enjoy on weekdays and 

weekends.  

 

Useful websites for parents 

 
www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2004/11/20237 

www.parentzonescotland.gov.uk www.channel4.com/homework 

www.bbc.co.uk/schools/parents www.bbc.co.uk/schools/revision 

www.bbc.co.uk/education/dynamo/parents 

www.gridclub.com www.parentsonline.gov.uk 

www.parentlinescotland.org.uk 

Craiglockhart Primary School 

HOME LEARNING at CRAIGLOCKHART 

Background 

After a number of discussions with teachers and parents about homework and 

after receiving a number of newsletter feedback sheets on the topic, it was clear 

that this was an area of the school’s work which needed to be addressed to ensure 

that there was clarity and consistency of experience. Teachers discussed 

homework as part of a collegiate session. The results of their discussions informed 

me that teachers were keen to use homework as a learning tool and as a valuable 

link to parents. They were also keen to see a consistent approach and wanted to 

make homework experiences meaningful. 

I also gave out a questionnaire to families on the topic. Of the 260 questionnaires 

that went out, 106 were returned which, although under half, was a good return. 

The returns were varied and informative and made it clear to me that although 

many parents saw homework differently, Craiglockhart families do value homework 

as a learning tool and as a link to the school. The returns also told me that there is 

a need for clear communication about homework and a consistent yet flexible 

approach towards it.  Craiglockhart children are learning all the time, in and out of 

school, and many of our families lead busy and active lives. There is no legal 

requirement for children to complete homework but Craiglockhart will continue to 

use homework as a learning tool for pupils using the following guidelines. 

 

What is homework? 

Homework at Craiglockhart is: 

• Sharing the curriculum  with parents 
• Consolidating programmes of work done in class 
• Practising the basic skills 
• Encouraging independent learning e.g. researching a new project 
• Preparing for something special e.g. learning lines for a performance 

There was quite a variation of response from the family questionnaires on the 

amount and type of homework which children receive. Some parents would value a 

minimum amount of regular homework focusing just on literacy and numeracy, while 

others would like substantially more; some parents are keen to explore other areas 

of the curriculum, while others feel that this is too much and can impinge on their 

already active family lives. Craiglockhart will aim to provide a breadth of homework 

activities, with a regular focus on literacy and numeracy and opportunities to share 

other areas of the curriculum. Teachers will aim to make homework tasks as 
engaging as possible though often when practising basic skills, where repetition is 

the key, this is not always possible. To support teachers, we will be keeping a bank 

of good practice in homework.  

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

In the Early Years, practising sounds, tricky words and reading is very important and 

should be done regularly. As children get older, reading can be set weekly and as 

children become confident readers, reading tasks will become more varied. Many 

upper school classes use Reading Circles where children take on a specific role in how 

they explore their reading book independently within their group.  

Spelling 

Learning and exploring spelling patterns and the many exceptions which occur in 

English need regular practice and therefore spelling is a common feature of 

homework. Teachers aim to make this as engaging as possible.  

Writing 

Craiglockhart is focusing on Writing this year. Our whole school approach to writing 

will be shared with parents and will be reflected in our homework.  

Listening and Talking 

There will be regular opportunities for pupils to prepare for Talking activities in 

school e.g. preparing a talk to the class about my favourite toy. 

Maths 

Practising number skills is a main focus of maths homework and it is important that 

parents are clear about methods and strategies for this. Teachers will also share 

other aspects of the maths curriculum. 

Projects 

In taking forward ‘Curriculum for Excellence’, teachers are developing meaningful 

and exciting projects, involving children in the planning and development of projects, 

making cross curricular links and making the most of whole school themes. These 

projects will bring many opportunities for interesting homework activities. 

Expressive Arts 

Where possible, teachers will find interesting ways to develop homework 

opportunities in this curricular area, e.g. learning lines for a performance, learning 

songs, developing art techniques. 

 

Completing Homework 

It is important that children and parents are clear about what homework tasks have 

been set and when they have to be completed by. But it is also important that 

families have the flexibility to fit homework in to their lives. It is essential that 

there is clear communication between school and home about homework, though it is 

important that teachers have some flexibility in approach to this.  

 

 
 

Homework Folders 

Pupils’ homework will be kept in Homework folders. Homework will usually be given 

out on the Monday to be completed by the Friday. This allows families to organize 

the completion of homework in a way that suits them best. Obviously this system 

does not suit all homework activities, some tasks are best done that night, in 

particular, reading. This will be made clear in the Reading Record/Homework Diary 

or Homework Task sheet. Feedback about homework from parents is always 

welcome and should be placed in the Homework Folder or a comment put in the 

Reading Record/Homework Diary.   

Reading Records/Homework Diaries 

Reading Records are used in many classes, particularly in the Early Years, and will 

come home each day.  Parents are asked to hear their child read and then to sign 

and date that they have done so, with an additional comment if they wish. 

Homework Diaries are often used in P7 to encourage our P7 pupils to take 

responsibility for an increasing amount of work.  

Homework Task Sheet 

Class Teachers may choose to communicate to parents about the Homework for 

the class using a Homework Task Sheet. This may be used at the beginning of the 

term or on a more regular basis.  

Support for Learning 

Children who work with the Support for Learning Teacher may receive separate 

homework. This will be done in liaison with the class teacher and with clear 

communication to the family. 

Suggested  Home Learning Activities 

Teachers may also make suggestions of ways in which parents can support pupils 

learning through every day activities, in particular, to support projects e.g. things 

children can make, places to go. But these will only be suggestions. 

 

Individual Homework Projects 

Individual Homework Projects are used by teachers throughout the school once or 

more in the school year (often depending on the suitability of class projects).  

Families will be given clear guidelines on how to complete the individual homework 

project and how the project will be marked. These projects are encouraging 

independent learning. It is important that parents do not feel pressured by these 

projects and, while they are encouraged to support their children, it is important 

that they do not push them beyond their capabilities or take the project on 

themselves. Although the Internet is a great resource, copying large amounts of 

text from the Internet does not constitute a project.  

 

 


