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THE PURPOSE OF THIS BOOKLET 

We are constantly reviewing how we engage with parents. This coming session we will be 

using the feedback from last term’s parent questionnaire to take things forward. 

Last session we created Stage Booklets for each year group which some parents liked 

but others felt contained too much information. So, while we take time to look at the 

feedback from parents, I have collated all the information into this one booklet which 

will be placed on the school website. The booklet gives you the bigger whole school 

picture but also gives details of learning and teaching at each Level.  We hope that you 

will find this booklet useful. Specific details about your child’s class/stage can be found 

on their class page on the website. 

OUR SCHOOL VISION & CURRICULUM RATIONALE 

Last year we developed our school Vision and Curriculum Rationale. You may have 

noticed the colourful display outside the office. This very important display represents 

our school story  - what we are achieving right now and what our next steps will be. It 

is what we learn and teach and why we learn and teach it. The main body of the display 

– the coloured panels – are the key areas we focus on, a combination of what we have 

agreed is unique and important about Craiglockhart and the key national priorities. 

Around the outside of the display is how the school community is working in partnership 

to take things forward.  

NATIONAL FRAMEWORK FOR IMPROVEMENT 

The National Framework for Improvement was launched this year and its purpose is to 

drive improvement for children and closing the gap for the least advantaged in our 

society. The Framework is to complement the Curriculum for Excellence and has four 

key priorities: 

- Improvement in attainment, particularly in Literacy and Numeracy 

- Closing the attainment gap between the most and least disadvantaged children 

- Improvement in children and young people’s health and wellbeing 

- Improvement in employability skills and sustained, positive school leaver 

destinations for all young people 

These priorities are also the key priorities for the City of Edinburgh Children and 

Families department, and they inform the priorities for our cluster schools and our own 

priorities here at Craiglockhart 

CRAIGLOCKHART PRIORITIES 2017/18 

- To establish a shared Vision and Curriculum Rationale unique to our school 

community 

- To improve learning and teaching approaches and attainment in Languages and 

Literacy learning 

- To improve learning and teaching approaches and attainment in Maths and 

Numeracy learning 

- To improve children’s Health and Wellbeing 



CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE 

The values of Curriculum for Excellence are: 

                 WISDOM    JUSTICE 

                                 COMPASSION    INTEGRITY 

At Craiglockhart, our curriculum helps our pupils to develop ‘THE FOUR CAPACITIES’ 

and enable them to become 

 

SUCCESSFUL LEARNERS 

with 
- enthusiasm and motivation for learning 

- determination to reach high standards 

of achievement 

- openness to new thinking and ideas 

and able to 
- use literacy, communication and 

numeracy skills 

- use technology for learning 

- think creatively and independently 

- learn independently and as part of a 

group 

- make reasoned evaluations 

- link and apply different kinds of learning 

in new situations 

CONFIDENT INDIVIDUALS 

with 
- self respect 

- a sense of physical, mental and 

emotional wellbeing 

- secure value and beliefs 

and able to 
- relate to others and manage themselves 

- pursue a healthy and active lifestyle 

- be self aware 

- develop and communicate their own 

beliefs and view of the world 

- live as independently as they can 

- assess risk and take informed decisions 

- achieve success in different areas of 

activity 

RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 

with 
- respect for others 

- commitment to participate responsibly 

in political, economic, social and cultural 

life 

and able to 
- develop knowledge and understanding of 

the world and Scotland’s place in it 

- understand different beliefs and 

cultures 

- make informed choices and decisions 

- evaluate environmental, scientific and 

technological issues 

- develop informed, ethical views of 

complex issues 

EFFECTIVE CONTRIBUTORS 

with 
- an enterprising attitude 

- resilience 

- self-reliance 

and able to 
- communicate in different ways and in 

different situations 

- work in partnership and in teams 

- take the initiative and lead 

- apply critical thinking in new contexts 

- create and develop 

- solve problems 



There are six curricular levels  

Early Level   - Nursery to P1           First Level – P2 to P4          Second Level – P5 to P7

    

Third Level  - S1 to S3                       Fourth Level – S4 to S6 

The Curriculum if broken down into sets of EXPERIENCES and OUTCOMES. The 

EXPERIENCE describes the learning. The OUTCOME represents what the learning will 

achieve (‘I can…..’) 

Teachers will assess what children know, understand and are able to do within the 

experiences and outcomes. They will assess each learner’s progress and achievements in 

KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING, SKILLS and ATTRIBUTES & CAPABILITIES. 

Children are taught within different contexts known as THE FOUR CONTEXTS OF 

LEARNING: 

 

Learning Experiences are planned to demonstrate the 

PRINCIPLES OF CURRICULUM DESIGN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ETHOS & WIDER LIFE OF THE SCHOOL 

The starting point for learning is a positive 

ethos and climate of respect and trust based 

upon shared values across the school 

community. 

DISCRETE SUBJECTS 

The eight curriculum areas are: Languages & 

Literacy, Maths & Numeracy, Health & 

Wellbeing, Sciences, Social Studies, 

Expressive Arts, Religious & Moral 

Education, and Technologies 

INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING 

This is based upon groupings of experiences 

and outcomes from within and across 

curriculum areas, provides relevant, 

challenging and enjoyable learning 

experiences and stimulating contexts to 

meet the varied needs of children. 

PLANNED OPPORTUNITIES FOR WIDER 

DEVELOPMENT 

Personal achievement provides children and 

young people with a sense of satisfaction and 

helps to build motivation, resilience and 

confidence. 

CHALLENGE & ENJOYMENT BREADTH 

PERSONALISATION & CHOICE 

RELEVANCE 

PROGESSION 

COHERENCE 

DEPTH 



Languages & 

 

LISTENING & TALKING 

 

Early Level 

Pupils will be able to express ideas, thoughts and feelings, listen to others, listen for 

information, ask and answer questions, share experiences, discuss stories, take turns in 

discussions and contribute ideas. 

First Level 

Pupils will be able to take part in discussions listening respectfully to others. They will 

be able to ask and answer different questions. They will be able to recognise the 

difference between fact and opinion. They will be able to plan a talk/presentation for a 

variety of audiences. They will be able to talk about a variety of texts, identify main 

features and make notes when listening.  

Second Level 

Pupils will be able to take part in discussions showing a variety of verbal and non-verbal 

communication skills and apply them to a variety of situations. They will be able to 

identify and discuss the purpose, main and supporting ideas of a talk, distinguishing 

between fact and opinion and recognizing persuasive language. They will be able to 

recognise the difference between fact and opinion. They will be able to contribute 

ideas, knowledge and opinions using appropriate vocabulary and giving supporting 

evidence. They will be able to take account of the views of others and build on the 

ideas of the group. They will be able to plan a talk/presentation for a variety of 

audiences. They will be able to talk about a variety of texts using literal, inferential and 

evaluative questions. They will be able to make and organise notes when listening.  

 

 

 

 



Edinburgh Rich Literacy Programme 

At Craiglockhart, we use the Edinburgh Rich Literacy programme to support children to 

learn to read and write in the early years. The main focus of this programme is its use 

of synthetic phonics. This means teaching the children the techniques of segmenting, 

word building and blending beginning with the letters and their corresponding sounds.  

To reinforce the sounds we use a system called Jolly Phonics. Jolly Phonics is a fun, 

multisensory way to learn the letter sounds and names. Each letter sound has an action 

and a song. The songs can be viewed online via You Tube. Your child will be able to share 

with you the sounds they have learned with their corresponding actions. 

The children then use a variety of techniques to work with the sounds as they are 

taught, the techniques are: 

- Segmenting – breaking a word down into individual sounds 

- Word building – using individual sounds to build up a word 

- Blending – blending sounds together to read a word 

- Deleting & Inserting – taking a letter away and substituting another to make a 

new word 

The letters are grouped and have been selected to enable words to be both read and 

written from the first day. 

The children are taught how to form the letters correctly from the start as a practical 

way of remembering the letter shape. Doorway Online Letter Formation is a great free 

online resource which is used in school and can be accessed at home via the web. 

Although the teaching of synthetic phonics is the main focus of the programme it also 

recognises that many of the everyday words in English do not follow the rules of 

phonics. So the children also learn a number of ‘tricky’ words. They learn these using 

the Look, Say, Cover, Write and Check approach. 

As the children build up their phonic and tricky word knowledge they are encouraged to 

read and write simple sentences. Dictation is used as an effective tool which is 

fundamental to the understanding of the language system - speech translated into 

writing/writing translated into speech. Dictation helps children to see that individual 

letters/sounds make up words and that words with spaces go together to make a 

meaningful sentence. 

 

 

 

 



 Reading 

 

Early Level 

Once the children have built up their phonic and tricky word knowledge we introduce 

our core reading scheme, Oxford Reading Tree (ORT). ORT is a well-established 

reading scheme with an excellent reputation. It complements the Literacy Rich 

programme with its emphasis on synthetic phonics and by encouraging children to learn 

a variety of words by sight. 

Children will enjoy a variety of stories and factual text and be able to look for patterns 

in language, recognising common words and decoding unfamiliar words. They will ask 

relevant questions about the text, share their thoughts about events and characters, 

find useful information and learn new things. Teachers and support staff use a Higher 

Order Thinking approach to encourage all pupils to engage in their reading in as deep a 

way as they can.  

To ensure that all children have a quality reading experience we use a targeted reading 

approach where class teachers and pupil support assistants work with small groups of 

children, four times a week, focusing on word attack and comprehension skills. Your 

child will bring home a reading book, and appropriate keyword wall. They will have a 

reading diary which will inform you of what they have read that day and what their 

reading homework will be that night. There is a space in the diary for your comments 

and we really appreciate your feedback on your child’s reading. The reading book and 

diary need to be returned to school the following day to ensure your child is organised 

and prepared for their reading session. 

 

First Level 

At this stage, pupils are becoming more confident and independent in their reading. 

They are exploring a wider variety of books, working with non-fiction texts and books 

with chapters. They will be able to demonstrate their understanding of text and read 

aloud with expression. They will be able to ask and answer questions about the main 

ideas and purposes of texts. They will be able to select, sort and use information and 

comment on the writer’s use of language and the themes they are exploring.  They will 

be set tasks in their differentiated reading groups that develop their higher order 

thinking skills, working towards the Literacy Circles approach.   



LITERACY CIRCLES 

In small differentiated groups, pupils gather together to discuss a text in depth. The 

discussion is guided by students' response to what they have read. Literacy Circles 

provide a way for pupils to engage in critical thinking and reflection as they read, 

discuss, and respond to books. Pupils are given roles and tasks within their Literacy 

Circle group often completing the tasks as homework giving a written or artistic 

response to the text. These tasks support the pupils to have a deeper understanding of 

what they have read and stimulate discussion within the group. 

Second Level 

At this stage, pupils will be able to explore a wider variety of texts independently and 

tackle unfamiliar texts.  They will be able to demonstrate their understanding of text, 

give a personal response and justify opinions. They will be able to ask and answer literal, 

inferential and evaluative questions about text. They will be able to identify key ideas, 

organise ideas and comment on the writer’s style, use of language, characterization, 

setting, and the relevance and persuasiveness of text. They will engage in Literacy 

Circles and other forums.  

 

Using the School Library  

At Craiglockhart, a fantastic group of parent helpers manage the withdrawal and return 

of books every Wednesday. Pupils will visit the school library on that day every week 

and can withdraw a book to take home if they wish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Writing 

                              

Early Level 

As children move through the Literacy Rich programme they will soon have the skills to 

write all 26 letters, a variety of three letter words and some tricky words and will 

begin to form their own sentences.  

They are given lots of opportunities to write independently across the curriculum and 

during purposeful play activities. They are encouraged to draw their experiences, 

observations and ideas with increasing detail to facilitate writing simple captions 

independently. 

During Primary One the children are introduced to the whole school writing approach 

entitled ‘Big Writing’. It concentrates on the four features of writing: Vocabulary, 

Openers, Connectives and Punctuation. 

The children are introduced to four superheroes who have special powers relating to 

these four features. These features are discussed and explored during Big Writing 

sessions and the children are encouraged to write about experiences, observations, and 

ideas using these features as appropriate. 

 

First Level 

Pupils will now be writing more independently for different reasons and audiences, 

developing their use of punctuation and spelling familiar and unfamiliar words. They will 

check and edit their work. The will create new texts from existing text. They will apply 

their knowledge of different genre when planning and creating new text.  

 

Second Level 

Pupils will now be writing independently for a range of purposes and audiences, using 

knowledge of different genre, form, structure and style. They will organise their work 

using a variety of sentence structures, paragraphs and punctuation appropriately and 

ensuring accuracy. The will begin to use language and style which engages the reader. 

They will be able to select ideas and relevant information and organise it for a purpose 

and an audience. They will be able to source information and make notes.   

 



BIG WRITING 

Big Writing is a whole school initiative to encourage children to be independent and 

expert writers. The approach focuses on the four main aspects of the writing process 

(VCOP) and it gives the children skills to improve their writing through self, peer and 

teacher assessment.  

So what does VCOP stand for? 

V – is for Vocabulary (ambitious WOW words) and the children are encouraged to widen 

their use of language to make their writing richer. In the classroom, new and 

expressive words are collected and shared. 

C – is for Connectives (joining words) such as ‘and’, ‘because’, ‘however’, ‘ etc. 

furthermore’ etc. This makes writing more cohesive and interesting. 

O – is for Openers (opening your sentences in a variety of ways). By varying the way you 

open sentences, writing becomes more engaging to read.  

P – is for Punctuation, the icing on the cakes so to speak! Children are encouraged to 

use punctuation correctly as appropriate to their age or level. Children are taught the 

names of the different punctuation and they learn how to use them to ‘up level’ their 

own writing.  

Children are taught which specific vocabulary, connectives, openers and punctuation will 

be suitable for a particular task or writing genre, for example a story or letter. They 

go on to practise these in different ways such as through games, highlighting text or 

experimenting with them in their own independent writing.  

Big Writing lessons are lively and fun and include games and activities. Pupils study good 

examples of a variety of texts. They work alone, with partners and in groups and review 

their own and other’s work in relation to learning outcomes and personal targets.  

The better we talk, the better we write. Sometimes pupils will be set ‘TALK Homework’ 

to support their writing in school. We also encourage parents to talk with their children 

at home about their writing in school and to explore vocabulary out of school.  

 

SPELLING 

Learning spelling strategies and practising them out of context supports good writing.  

In P3, pupils will complete the Edinburgh Rich Literacy programme and move on to 

Nelson spelling scheme. 

Nelson Spelling (P3-5) is a differentiated course for structured spelling designed to 

present the essential spelling syllabus adopting a range of widely used strategies and 

techniques to ensure a smooth progression in spelling competency. Within each unit 

there are three levels of differentiation which allows for support and challenge.  



Prim-Ed Spelling (P6 & 7) is an active multi-sensory approach to support pupils to be 

more aware of their own individual learning style and activities to develop their visual 

memory. Using the Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check approach, the scheme supports pupils 

to retain spelling patterns, word meanings and improve accuracy through a variety of 

active learning techniques. It is used with pupils organised in differentiated groups.  

 

 

HANDWRITING 

Pupils are encouraged to join from early in their school career and taught through the 

Nelson programme. Once pupils have mastered a legible joining style they are 

encouraged to develop their own individual style.  

  

LITERACY ACROSS LEARNING 

Teachers and pupils find opportunities to develop their Literacy skills throughout the 

school year in a planned and in a responsive way through their interdisciplinary topics 

and responding to pupils idea and to events as they arise in the school community and in 

the wider world. Pupils are also encouraged to engage in Languages and Literacy learning 

outdoors.  

 

MODERN LANGUAGES 

 

All children across the school have an experience of the French Language. This year we 

will be holding a special FRENCH WEEK to promote our learning.  

 

 

Pupils from P5-7 will have an experience of Mandarin. 

 

 

 

 

 



Maths & 

 

SEAL (P1-3) 

SEAL stands for Stages of Early Arithmetic Learning. It is an approach which aims to 

develop a strong numerical foundation for all children.  

SEAL recognises that children develop and use a range of strategies to solve number 

problems and the strategies they use increase in sophistication as they gain experience 

and develop better ways. Any progression needs to take into account the number range 

that a child can solve problems within and the sophistication of the strategies used. 

SEAL classifies the various strategies used by children. 

The SEAL approach works through these strategies, encouraging the teacher to 

support the children to build upon their understanding of number and counting, to 

counting and completing arithmetical problems mentally with confidence and speed. 

There is a focus on talking about strategies and sharing with other pupils. The majority 

of learning is oral with some written work to support what the pupils are learning. 

 

Mental Maths 

Mental Maths means working with numbers in your head, in particular, the four 

operations - addition, subtraction, multiplying and dividing.  Pupils are taught strategies 

for these operations and are also encouraged to find and share their own strategies.  

Pupils will work on Mental Maths targets and undertake fortnightly challenges so that 

they can assess their own progress.  

MATHS 

Early Level 

At Early Level, pupils will be able to associate numbers with quantities, understand the 

concept of zero; order numbers; group, share and look for patterns; explore the 

concept of measurement and time; organise items and information, explore 2D and 3D 

shapes; explore position, patterns and symmetry.  

 

 

 

 



First Level 

At First Level, pupils will explore the concept of place value, calculate accurately, round 

numbers, understand the relationship between the four operations, explore number 

patterns and sequences, work with fractions and their connection with the operations; 

explore units of measure and scales to measure accurately, including time; research and 

evaluate data; explore the features of a wide range of 2D and 3D shapes; work with 

grids; explore the concept of angles; explore patterns and symmetrical shapes.  

 

Second Level 

At Second Level, pupils will calculate accurately, with a good understanding of place 

value, number fractions, decimal fractions and percentages, negative numbers, multiples 

and factors; explore complex number patterns and sequences; explore, calculate and 

convert in a wide variety of measurement contexts, including finding area, perimeter 

and volume; explore and create a variety of representations of data and understand 

their reliability and the concept of probability; understand the properties of the 

relationship between a wide range of 2D and 3D shapes, including symmetry and nets; 

understand bearings and coordinates; explore the impact of maths on our global 

environment. 

Learning and Teaching of Maths 

There are a variety of Maths teaching resources in school. Our main resource is 

Heinemann Active – an online resource with a wide range of engaging lesson ideas and 

activities – the focus of the resource, as the name suggests, is to encourage active 

learning.  

Pupils can be taught Maths as a whole class or in differentiated groups. From P5 – 7 

pupils are taught Maths in Sets across the three years, four times a week. Maths and 

Numeracy is taught across learning and opportunities for Maths and Numeracy lessons 

can arise throughout the school year as part of topic work, or responding to pupil ideas 

and to events as they arise in the school community and in the wider world. Pupils are 

also encouraged to engage in Maths and Numeracy learning outdoors. 

SUMDOG -  is an engaging online resource pupils can use in school and at home. Working  

at each child’s individual level, the focus is on learning maths through games.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY TOPICS 

 Most of the remaining Experiences and Outcomes are covered through Topics. 

Learning in context makes learning more engaging and meaningful for pupils. Each year 

group has main topics but topics can change and adapt and small topics can be created 

from initiatives going on in school (e.g. Scottish week, charity raising events) or from 

ideas form pupils, or from events going on in the world. 

One of the unique things about Craiglockhart is our commitment to developing Learning 

for Sustainability. As well as being part of our every day life in school, our main topics  

have all been adapted to reflect our sustainability agenda. Links have been made to Eco 

learning, Global Citizenship and Outdoor Learning. We now also have a school kitchen 

and teachers will be looking at ways of making good use of this new resource through 

their topics.  

Mr Huggard, as part of his work in his year out of class, will be focusing on Global 

Citizenship with pupils. 

 

 

 

 

EXPRESSIVE ARTS 

Art, Drama, Dance and Music are often taught as part of topics but can also be taught 

discretely. Our Music Specialist Mrs Barber and our Art Specialist, Mrs Watson, work 

with every P3-7 class alternate weeks.  

 

 



 

HEALTH & WELLBEING is a key curriculum area and includes Physical Activity and 

Sport; Food; Mental, Emotional and Social Wellbeing; Choice and Changes.  

Pupils should be engaged in 2 hours of physical activity a week in school (this includes 

time to get changed). This can be PE lessons with a specialist, lessons with their class 

teacher, swimming lessons, other physical activities e.g. dance. 

The Health and Wellbeing Curriculum can be taught through the main class topics but 

some aspects are taught discretely e.g. ‘Keeping Myself Safe’ personal Safety 

programme is taught at P1, P3, P6 and P7, and the ‘Living and Growing’ sex education 

programme is taught at P4 and P6.  

Social, Mental  & Emotional Wellbeing 

This important area of the Health and Wellbeing curriculum is taught through a number 

of approaches e.g. Circle Time and Emotion Talks  

‘BUILDING RESILIENCE’ 

In January 2017, we launched this very special programme which supports our children 

to develop strategies through their school career which will support them to become 

more resilient especially when they come across challenging times in their life journey.  

Equality, Diversity & Anti-bullying 

Every year the whole school community looks at our Equality, Diversity & Anti-bullying 

policy to ensure that it is up to date and to remind everyone what bullying is and how we 

should all be dealing with anything we perceive to be bullying.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CRAIGLOCKHART SCHOOL CHARTER 

 

Our Rights Pupils Adults 

We have the right to learn, to 
play and to an education. 

We value this by trying our best 
at everything,  working hard 
and helping others to learn. 

We value this by treating all 
children fairly  and working to 
ensure they reach their potential 

We all have the right to be 
listened to and to have an 
opinion. 

We value this by listening to 
others and respecting what they 
have to say. 

We value this by listening to all 
children and taking their views 
and opinions into  account. 

We have the right to feel safe.  We value this by being kind and 
caring to each other. 

We value this by providing a 
safe environment, responding to 
needs and concerns. 

We have the right to belong, to 
be ourselves and be respected. 

We value this by respecting 
everyone equally.  

We value this by respecting 
everyone and encouraging 
respect for others. 

We have the right to a clean, 
safe and healthy  environment. 

We value this by looking after 
school and personal property 
and not being wasteful. 

We value this by providing 
resources and a pleasant and 
safe environment.  

 

Our Pupil Parliament developed the charter last year. From this they have looked at and 

updated our Promoting Positive Behaviour programme and, at the beginning of this new 

year, they will be launching our new-look Golden Time. 

 

Pupils are grouped into HOUSES: 

MERCHISTON  NAPIER    POLWARTH   SHANDON 

and can gain House Points for their House for good effort, good behaviour and 

excellence in their learning. There are special events through the year where pupils can 

enjoy being together with their House peers. 

Where there are issues with behaviour we ensure a resolution focused approach, 

talking the problem through, focusing on the behaviour and not the person, finding ways 

to resolve the situation ad impose sanctions where appropriate e.g. loss of Golden Time, 

loss of breaktime, meeting with a member of the management team.  



WIDER ACHIEVEMENT 

We are very lucky at Craglockhart that we have a wide range of lunchtime and after 

school clubs run by parents, teachers, Active Schools, the Parents Association, and 

private organisations. Information about these clubs will come out through the year.  

At weekly assemblies, we encourage pupils to share their achievements outside school 

on the Golden Table. This can be anything that your child is particularly proud of e.g. 

awards they have received at clubs, something they have made, a photograph of a 

special event. These special achievements are recorded in the Golden Book. 

 

Parents at Craiglockhart value homework. It is a useful way to reinforce basic learning 

and to involve parents in their child’s learning. Homework should not be too onerous. 

Homework is given out at the beginning of the week and should be completed and 

returned by the Friday. 

Details of the homework your child should expect to receive at their stage can be seen 

on the class web page on the school website.  

Parents will be notified of anything different from the usual homework tasks in 

advance e.g. project work 
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ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FOR LEARNING 

All children, at some point in their school career, need additional support. Under the 

Education Support for Learning Act (Scotland) 2004 we are obliged to have an 

Additional Support for Learning Policy outlining the roles of staff and the procedures 

we follow to support pupils with additional needs. The 2004 Act promotes collaborative 

working between school, parents and other support agencies to support children and 

young people to achieve their full potential.  

The Head Teacher is the Additional Support for Learning Team Leader and coordinated 

additional support in school. 

Much of the additional support that children need is given within school. Pupils with 

medical needs are supported using the authority’s Managing Pupils with Health Care 

Needs guidelines. 

Class Teachers support pupils in class through differentiation and careful managing of 

learning in their class. They are supported by the Authority’s ‘Inclusive Learning and 

Collaborative Working’ document and Literacy and Dyslexia guidelines.  

Our Support for Learning department is made up of our Support for Learning Teacher 

and our team of Pupil Support Assistants (PSAs). In liaison with class teachers, our 

Support for Learning teacher identifies pupils who require long or short term additional 

support with their learning and advises on programmes which can be delivered by the 

class teacher, a member of the PSA team or the Support for Learning teacher herself. 

Our Support for Learning Teacher, Mrs Pia, will liaise with you if your child has been 

identified for significant additional support.   

Getting It Right for Every Child’ (GIRFEC) is the national framework used to implement 

the Education Support for Learning Act. Working together with parents, we use 

GIRFEC to raise concerns and gather information and work in a solution-focused way to 

find effective next steps for the child. This process could result in a Child Planning 

Meeting leading to an Action Plan or Learning Plan.   The Head Teacher is the Named 

Person under the GIRFEC system.  You will be aware from the media, there has been a 

Supreme Court Judgement on how this is being taken forward but this does not change 

current practice under GIRFEC policy. Currently,  any contact by the Named Person 

with parents and advice, support or help offered is of a voluntary nature, working 

together with parents. Sharing of information between the Head Teacher and other 

agencies is only done with the consent of parents except where there are child 

protection concerns necessitating a more urgent response.   

All school staff have undertaken Child Protection training. 



ASSESSMENT & REPORTING 

 

ASSESSMENT 

To make sure that all learners are progressing, it is important to gauge development at 

appropriate points. This is ASSESSMENT. Assessment is carried out to see what 

children and young people know, understand and are able to do. It is very important to 

tracking progress, planning next steps, reporting and involving parents and children in 

their learning.  

At Craiglockhart, assessment evidence comes from a wide range of sources. 

We engage in ongoing assessment through teacher observation and discussion with 

learners. This FORMATIVE assessment is about assessment for learning as opposed to 

SUMMATIVE where assessment is OF learning. Assessment can range from the very 

informal to the very formal. The key thing is that it gives feedback to pupils so that 

they can move forward in their learning. This assessment comes from what children 

‘SAY, MAKE, WRITE and DO’ and is appropriate to the type of learning being assessed 

– the learning context – and the learner’s engagement and involvement in learning to 

show what they know, understand and do.  

For example evidence may 

- Emerge as a result of children taking part in a presentation, discussion, 

performance or practical investigation 

- Be through self and peer assessment, displaying their ability to identify how well 

they have achieved the criteria set at the beginning of a lesson or series of 

lessons 

- Be gathered through a summative end of block assessment 

- Take the form of a standardised assessment  

The National Framework for Improvement will inform how we take summative 

assessment forward.  
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Sharing Learning with Parents 

We share learning with parents in many ways and this has changed over the years. This 

booklet is one approach.  

In session 2015/16, we introduced Online Learning Journals as a way of sharing learning 

through the year. We surveyed staff and parents at the end of the year about our 

first year experience and we have collated that feedback so that we can adapt and 

improve our use of the journals.  

As well as the journals, we will have two Parent Consultations over the year. The first 

one in early in the first term and the second one late in the second term.  

We will also hold whole school Drop-in sessions each term. Look out for details of these 

in the school newsletters.  

Classes also share learning through special events usually a presentation of learning at 

some point in the year.  

We also inform parents about the life of the school through regular newsletters and 

through the school website.  

This year we are looking at some new ways to involve parents with their child’s learning. 

Look out for more information on this in the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOW PARENTS SUPPORT US 

PARENT COUNCIL 

The Parent Council is the representative body for parents and carers with children at 

school. It meets regularly through the school year and any parent is welcome to attend. 

Meetings are advertised through the school newsletter and on the website. The chair 

of our Parent Council is Mr Gareth Oakley who can be contacted at 

garethoakley@yahoo.co,uk 

 

PARENT ASSOCIATION 

We have an active Parent Association (PA) who work together to organise community 

and fundraising events for our community. They have done an amazing job raising a 

substantial amount of money which has gone towards major projects over the years. 

The PA also support a number of after school clubs from parent football to Spanish 

class. Everyone is welcome to come along to support the PA in any way you can manage. 

You can contact the PA committee at craiglockhartpa@googlemail.com   

 

CRAIGLOCKHART AFTER SCHOOL CLUB (CASC) 

The After School Club is an important resource for parents in school and was set up 

and is coordinated by a parent committee whe meet regularly through the year. The 

club is managed by a team of trained workers and runs from the end of the school day 

to 5.45pm. For more information you can contact the managers in school or the chair of 

the committee, Mr Gary Boyd at Gary.Boyd@sky.com 

 

PARENT HELPERS 

There are many opportunities for parents to help with the daily work of the school e.g.  

supporting Forest Schools, accompanying class trips,  supporting our Library Helpers. 
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SCHOOL HOURS 

 P1 & 2: Monday to Thursday – 8.50am to 2.45pm; Friday 8.50am to 12.20pm 

 P3-7: Monday to Thursday – 8.50am to 3.15pm; Friday 8.50am to 12.25pm 

Pupils like to be on time for school, please make sure they are in the playground by 

8.50am. There is no member of staff available to supervise your child until 8.50am.  

If your child is absent from school, for safety reasons, it is essential that you contact 

the school by phone that morning.  

At the end of the school day, please ensure that you are on time to pick up your child 

and that older children are clear about their arrangements for getting home. 

Poor attendance has a significant impact on a child’s learning. Attendance is monitored. 

Where there is significant unexplained attendance or persistent lateness, parents will 

be contacted.  

  

If your child has a long or short term medical condition and medication needs to be 

taken in school or school staff need to support your child in some way, please contact 

the school immediately. Examples of this are: using asthma inhalers, children with 

allergies, children required to take antibiotics during the school day, children with 

broken limbs/ plaster casts which would compromise their movement around school. It 

is important that school staff are aware of how they need to support your child and the 

correct paper work is completed before your child comes into school.  

   

Milk for the beginning of the school year should have been ordered before the 

holidays. Letters will come out in December for you to order milk for the second half 

of the year. We recommend that pupils have a bottle of water in school to keep them 

well hydrated through their learning day.  

http://www.sparklebox.co.uk/5271-5280/sb5272.html
http://www.clipartpanda.com/clipart_images/milk-carton-stock-vector-40477259
https://thecliparts.com/the-best-free-clipart-22107/


 

School lunches are free for our P1 to P3 pupils but it is very important that you order 

lunches in advance. Please go through the menu provided with your child, choosing 

carefully. Lunches are now ordered on-line. If you would like your P4-7 child to have a 

school lunch, the cost is £2.15 per day.  

Pupils can also choose to bring in a packed lunch which should be in a named container. 

Please be aware that there are pupils in school with food allergies, in particular, nuts, 

and we ask parents to avoid sending food items with nuts into school if they can.  

If you wish your child to go home for lunch, please inform the school in writing and 

make arrangements to collect and return your child in good time.  

 

At Craiglockhart, pupils wear their school uniform with pride. Our school colour is navy 

ad our uniform includes Sweatshirt, polo-shirt and t-shirt. Our P7 pupils have their own 

hooded top. You can also order gym bags and reading bags. Our Parent Association 

manage the ordering of school uniform. Order forms can be picked up from the office 

or downloaded from the website. There is also a nearly new uniform shop on the top 

floor of the school where parents are welcome to browse and buy from 9am to 3.15pm 

 

BREAKTIMES & POOR WEATHER 

We try to get pupils outdoors in the fresh air as often as we can so it is important that 

pupils are suitably dressed for the day ahead. Please ensure that your child has 

appropriate footwear and a waterproof coat with them for the school day – Scottish 

weather is very changeable. 

If the weather is very poor in the morning, pupils will be allowed into school at 8.40am. 

P1 and 2 pupils should go to the Dining Hall supervised by P7. 

P3-4 pupils should go to the Main Hall on the first floor and P5-7 pupils should go to 

the Gym Hall on the 2nd floor. 

We recommend that pupils bring a healthy snack to school for their morning break.  

http://www.clipartkid.com/school-meals-5bapbV-clipart/
http://www.clipartkid.com/school-uniform-clip-art-cliparts-co-Bg635z-clipart/
http://worldartsme.com/school-break-clipart.html


Our Session Dates for 2017/18 

Autumn 

Term starts Wednesday 16 August 2017 

Mid-term holidays  

 Monday 18 September 2017, Autumn holiday 

 Monday 16 October - Monday 23 October 2017, mid term break 

Term ends Friday 22 December 2017 

Christmas holidays 

Monday 25 December - Monday 8 January 2018  

Spring 

Term starts Tuesday 9 January 2018 

Mid-term holidays 

 Monday 12 February - Friday 16 February 2018, mid term break 

Term ends Thursday 29 March 2018 

Easter holidays 

Friday 30 March 2018 - Monday 16 April 2018 

Summer 

Term starts Tuesday 17 April 2018 

Mid-term holidays 

 Monday 7 May 2018, May Day 

 Tuesday 8 May 2018 – staff In-service day 

 Monday 21 May 2018, Victoria Day 

Term ends Friday 29 June 2018 

  

 

 

DON’T FORGET TO CHECKOUT OUR WEBSITE 

www.craiglockhart.edin.sch.uk/ 

http://www.craiglockhart.edin.sch.uk/

