
 

 
CRAIGLOCKHART NEWSLETTER 

OCTOBER 2016   www.craiglockhart.edin.sch.uk/  

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                     

           
                                                                                                            

                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES for your DIARY 

OCTOBER 

 Tuesday 4th & Thursday 6th – Parent Consultations 

 Week beginning Monday 17th - Mid Term Holiday 

 Monday 24th   – Staff In-service Day/ P7s to Benmore 

 Tuesday 25th   – Nursery and P1 – P6 Pupils resume 

NOVEMBER 

 Thur 3rd & Fri 4th – Individual & Family Photographs 

 Tuesday 29th – Flu Vaccination Day 

DECEMBER 

 Wednesday 7th – 6.30pm - Nativity evening performance 

 Thursday 8th December – Nativity afternoon 

performance 

 Thursday 22nd – last day of term 

JANUARY 

 Monday 9th  - Staff In-service day 

 Tuesday 10th – Pupils resume 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  
 

IT’S TIME TO CELEBRATE 

At last, we have gained our Green Flag! A huge thank you 

to Miss Gater, and all the pupils, staff, parents and 

partners who have worked hard over the last few years to 

make this happen – especially to those pupils who have 

been members of our Eco committee. We have established 

good practice in achieving our three main goals focusing on 

Recycling, Litter and Biodiversity. Our new Pupil 

Parliament will now be supporting us to ensure that we 

maintain our flag status.  

 

PUPIL PARLIAMENT 

Our new Pupil Parliament have made an excellent start. 

Through their focused project approach and working 

closely with their class mates, they will take our school 

Vision forward. They are basing their work on: 

 The United Nations Global Goals and 

 UN Convention on the Rights of a Child  

Craiglockhart pupils learned about the Global Goals last 

session in their Global Citizenship lessons. The Pupil 

Parliament think it is very important that the school does 

what it can to reach the Global Goals and will make sure 

that all their topics have at least one goal in mind. You can 

find out about the Global Goals at 

http://www.globalgoals.org/  

Miss Gater and Mrs Thomson supported the Parliament to 

explore the UN Convention on the Rights of a Child at 

their meeting last week. This was because the 

Parliament’s first task is to review the school’s Behaviour 

Programme. From the Convention, the Parliament are now 

working with their classmates to develop a new School 

Charter from which we will develop our behaviour 

programme.  

The Pupil Parliament will work with their classmates, 

different members of staff, parents, and other partners 

in our community and beyond to take the school Vision 

forward 

A CHANGE IN THE WEATHER 

As we are now into Autumn, it is important that pupils 

remember to bring a warm water-proof coat to school 

every day. Even if the sun is shining in the morning, the 

Scottish weather can so quickly change and we need to be 

prepared for all eventualities.  

If the weather in the morning is very poor, the doors will 

be opened to pupils from 8.40am. Could I ask parents not 

to come in with the children to avoid overcrowding unless 

they need to go to the office.  P1  - 2 pupils should make 

their way to the Dining Hall. P3 - 4 pupils should go to the 

Main Hall P5 - 7 pupils should go to the Gym Hall.  

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2016/17 

As we develop our Vision this session we will create a 

unique Curriculum Rationale for the school. In the 

meantime, we will continue working with a School 

Improvement Plan for the year ahead.  

Priority 1  - To develop a vision and curriculum rationale 

unique to our school community 

Priority 2 – To continue to develop effective approaches 

for Languages & Literacy learning 

Priority 3 – To continue to develop effective approaches 

for Maths & Numeracy learning 

Priority 4 – To develop the school’s Health & Wellbeing 

curriculum. 

HOUSE CAPTAIN NEWS 

Our new House Captains have been elected and we have 

held our first meeting. They will be planning House events 

over the year including leading their own House 

assemblies.  

THINKING OF OTHERS 

Craiglockhart has a history of supporting a number of 

charities and good causes locally, nationally and globally, 

ideas often coming from the children. We do try not to 

make too many demands on our families and choose very 

carefully what to promote. 

Thank you to everyone who donated food for the Bethany 

Trust Harvest. P6a packed a huge amount of food into the 

lorry which will support homeless people and families less 

well off than ourselves in Edinburgh. 

Well done to Lily Graham who cycled from Glasgow to 

Edinburgh (48miles) for Solving Kids Cancer charity 

raising over £1000. An amazing achievement! 

And a big well done to Amber Easton who ran a stall to 

raise money for Syrian Refugees. 

One of our parents is also involved in Third Sector 

groups helping Syrian refugees in their camps and we 

are looking for donations of winter clothes. If every  

Craiglockhart family could donate one piece of winter 

clothing to help this crisis, we would be most grateful.  
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MISS GATER MET MR JOHN SWINNEY 

Miss Gater was at the Scottish Learning Festival last 

week and was asked to be part of a small discussion group 

to speak to the Deputy First Minister and Education 

Secretary, Mr John Swinney. Miss Gater was asked to be 

part of the group due to her work on Sustainability for 

the school and at national level. 
 

WIDER ACHIEVEMENT 

Sport & Dance 

Our Active Schools Coordinator, Leigh Fawcett, has 

arranged a range of lunchtime and after school clubs: P2-

3: Mini-Tennis and Mini-sports; P3-4: Basketball & 

Fencing; P4-7: Rugby, Cricket and Netball;  

P5-7: Basketball and Fencing. And Canoeing has proved 

very popular for P3-7 pupil.  

Our Sports Coordinators, Mr Huggard and Mr Sweet will 

be organizing a variety of staff-led opportunities with the 

support of a number of members of staff. On 

Wednesdays after school there will be P6-7 Cross 

Country and P4-5 Girl’s Football and on Thursday, P6-7 

Girl’s Football. And we have a fabulous team of parents 

who lead Football training. Our contact for parent-led 

after school football is Gareth Oakley. You can contact 

him at garethoakley@yahoo.co.uk 

There are also independent after school Gymnastics clubs 

on Mondays and Tuesdays  

Music 

Mrs Barber continues to lead our Junior and Senior choirs 

working hard for a Christmas and Summer concert. The 

Senior Choir meet at the end of the school day on a 

Tuesday and the Junior Choir meet after school on 

Tuesday.  The ‘Sounds Like Friday’ group are continuing to 

offer workshops in the school on Friday afternoons. They 

offer guitar lessons and a free Glee Club that focusing on 

pop songs and making up songs of their own. Music Making 

Tuesday group has also returned this term and our 

Chanter and Drum groups will continue on Thursdays and 

Fridays. 

Other 

Other After School Clubs this term include Computer 

Explorers on Wednesdays and Drama Club on Wednesdays 

and Thursdays. We also have Spanish Club on Wednesdays 

and Thursdays. 

Rev Jack Holt also spoke to the pupils at Assembly about 

the new Boys Brigade being set up for P1-6 pupils at 

Polwarth church on Monday evenings. 

As you can see there is a lot going on. If your child is in 

school but, for some reason, cannot make it along to their 

after school club, it is important, for health and safety 

reasons, that we are informed. 

If you would be interested in running a club or in 

volunteering to support the school in any way, please 

contact us. But do be aware that there are procedures 

and paperwork involved and things can take some time.  I 

always look forward to hearing about our pupil’s other 

achievements outside school when they bring their awards 

and items of interest to the Golden Table and recording 

them in our special Golden Book.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE LEARNING JOURNALS 

Our Online Learning Journals for all children continue this 

year and move forward following on from the positive 

feedback from our parent questionnaire and staff 

evaluation at the end of last session. A huge thank you to 

all parents who completed questionnaires, it was extremely 

helpful in deciding how we move forward with this sharing 

of pupils learning. I'd also like to thank staff for taking on 

board this initiative and working hard to ensure the 

sharing of learning for all children remains one of our top 

priorities.  Please look out for your email notifications over 

the next few weeks and please do not hesitate to contact 

the school office if you need to reset your login/password.  

 

Some parents (26%) raised concerns over some 

observations being too generic. At our August In-service 

staff met and discussed this concern and looked at 

examples of observations which updated parents on what 

learning had taken place for a child/group of children 

rather than an update which was more of a description of a 

class activity or event. This discussion will inform future 

updates and ensure greater consistency. However, it is 

important to note that observations uploaded on the 

learning journals are a combination of individual comments 

and whole class/group comments as was the case with the 

end of year written reports used previously.  

 

Moving forward for this session staff will upload an 

individual update for all children for Literacy, Numeracy 

and Health & Well Being termly. All other curriculum areas 

will be updated once during the course of the session at 

the discretion  of the teacher to ensure there is 

flexibility and the update made is meaningful and 

significant for an individual/group/whole class. An update 

for PE and Music will be uploaded by the specialist 

teachers as it was last session.  

 

Every child will also be completing a self-evaluation of 

their own learning as this was something some parents and 

staff identified as being very valuable and was not used 

last session as it was in previous sessions.  

 

A final decision has yet to be made in relation to how we 

share a summary of CfE levels, attendance/punctuality, 

effort and homework for each child in the final term. We 

will be discussing this with staff at our next staff 

meeting. We will also be confirming the format for the 

final observations for Literacy, Numeracy and Health & 

Well Being and once staff have agreed we will be sharing 

this with our Parent Council. We will inform parents as 

soon as the final term arrangements are confirmed.  

 

Please take the opportunity to share the updates on the 

journals with your children as you would have done with the 

end of year reports. 
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