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DATES for your DIARY 

JANUARY 

 Monday 16th – P6 & 7 Team to Sportshall Final 

 Friday 20th – Building Resilience Launch assembly 

 Week beginning 23rd – SCOTTISH WEEK 

 Friday 27th – Parent Association Ceilidh – Polwarth Church 

FEBRUARY 

 Thursday 9th – Drop-in morning 

 Monday 13th  - Mid-term holiday 

 Monday 20th – Staff and Pupils return 

 Monday 27th  - joint Parent Council and Association meeting –  

                                                                                          7pm 

MARCH  

 Thursday 16th  - Class Photographs 

 Tuesday 21st – Parent Consultation Afternoon 

 Thursday 23rd – Parent Consultation Evening 

 Friday 24th – Red Nose Day 

 Friday 31st – last day of term – Spring Holiday 

APRIL 

 Tuesday 18th – Staff and Pupils return 

MAY 

 Monday 1st  – May Day holiday 

 Thursday 4th – In-service day 

 Monday 22nd – Victoria Day Holiday 

JUNE 

 Wednesday 14th  – Sports Day 

 Friday 30th – Last Day of Term/Session 

 

 

 

 
As we move in to the new year, I thought I would update you on the 

Craiglockhart Learning Journey. 

Our new Pupil Parliament is taking forward our school Vision based on 

the United Nation’s Global Goals and Convention on the Rights of the 

Child. They have created a new School Charter from which they will 

develop a new school programme to promote positive behaviour. The Pupil 

Parliament is a fabulous way of promoting the Pupil Voice and we will be 

looking at ways of developing this even further.  

The school continues to focus on its key priorities: 

To continue to develop effective approaches for Language and 

Literacy learning – working to ensure that our Reading, Writing and 

Spelling programmes and approaches support our pupils to reach their 

potential 

To continue to develop effective approaches for Maths and 

Numeracy Learning. This includes developing a school Mental Maths 

programme and promoting active learning in Maths 

To develop the school’s Health and Wellbeing Curriculum. This 

includes introducing our new Building Resilience programme. This will be 

launched next week and information for parents is being shared this 

week.   

To develop a Vision and Curriculum Rationale unique to our school 

community. This includes the work of the Pupil Parliament and our 

commitment to Learning for Sustainability, including outdoor learning, 

global citizenship, eco learning, global food citizenship and the rights of 

the child. 

We are also working with our Tynecastle cluster colleagues to 

support our Literacy, Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing priorities, to 

promote approaches to address poverty and supporting our older pupils 

to begin to think about their possible future careers.   

NATIONAL IMPROVEMENT FRAMEWORK 

The National Improvement Framework has been introduced by the 

Scottish government to provide better information about how children 

are progressing in Scottish schools. The government has begun to collate 

information based on teacher judgement on how children are progressing 

through Curriculum for Excellence. Teachers base their judgements on a 

variety of formal and informal assessment and evidence. In Edinburgh, 

this has always included standardised assessments for Literacy and 

Numeracy, often online. This year, the Scottish government is 

introducing standardised assessments across Scotland to provide an 

additional source of evidence for teachers. As we currently do, these 

assessments will be undertaken as part of normal class work – pupils are 

not prepared for them and there is no pressure put on pupils while 

undertaking them. I have sent out the Education Scotland Guide for 

Parents and Carers with this newsletter for your information.  

INVOLVING PARENTS 

As we move forward on our learning journey, it is very important that 

parents are well informed and involved in their own child’s learning and in 

the life of the school. We strive to do this in a meaningful and 

manageable way but I am aware that different approaches suit 

different families. A new initiative this year was our new ‘Year Ahead’ 

booklets which were sent out at the beginning of the school session. 

On Thursday 23rd February we will be holding a morning Drop In from 

9am to 9.30am when parents will be able to come in to their child’s class 

and be part of active learning.  

We moved the dates and times of our Parent Consultations this session. 

We held our first consultations earlier in the year and we will be holding 

our second round of consultations at the end of this term. Prior to the 

consultations this term, pupils will complete their ‘All About Me’ 

Booklets, a way of involving pupils in the consultation discussion.  

Teachers have been informing you of your child’s learning through the 

year on their Online Learning Journals. Look out for further updates 

this term.  

LUNCHES 

It is important that parents go through the school menu with their 

children so that children are not faced with a meal they do not like.  

 

 

   
SCOTTISH WEEK 

The week beginning 23rd January is Scottish Week at Craiglockhart. 

Each class will do a mini-topic on the theme and share this with the rest 

of the school at a special assembly on the Friday. For the assembly, 

children are encouraged to dress for the Scottish theme eg. wearing 

tartan or Scotland rugby/football strips (not strips for individual 

teams). And our Parent Association have also organised a Ceilidh on the 

Friday night at Polwarth Church - always a special night! During Scottish 

Week, children will be learning a Scottish poem or verse as part of their 

homework. We will hear the best recitations and the songs at the 

following week’s assembly (3rd February).  

STAFF NEWS 

We have a number of teaching students who will be joining us this term.: 

Miss Murray (P1A), Miss Ramsay (P2), Miss Esposito (P3A), Miss Mackay 

(P3B), Mr McGaff (P4A), Miss McLeod (P4B), Mr Kurth (P7A) and Miss 

Stirling (P7B). 

Sadly, Mrs Lawrence will be absent for a number of weeks and I have 

arranged for our Depute, Miss Gater, to teach the class. We have made 

arrangements to ensure that Forest School and Maths Sets continue. 

PARENT COUNCIL 

The Parent Council continues to provide a forum for the views of all 

parents/carers in supporting the work of staff and children within the 

School. Recent topics of discussion at our meetings have included the 

Scottish Government's Education Governance Review, ongoing Pupil 

Parliament work on the School Charter and the role of homework in 

supporting individual learning. The topic of homework will be addressed 

by a guest speaker at our AGM that will take place this term - further 

details will follow in due course. Our next scheduled meeting is on 

February 27th and all are welcome. You can contribute views, ideas and 

suggestions to the Parent Council at any time. To do so please e-mail the 

secretary at tom.bruce@ed.ac.uk or contact us at 

craiglockhartparentcouncil@outlook.com  

PROPERTY 

Please encourage your child to take home their belongings at the end of 

each school day – particularly their sweatshirts and coats (our Lost 

Property area is chock-a-block!) and packed lunch boxes (which are often 

left for several days becoming a health hazard).  
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