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DATES for your DIARY 

FEBRUARY 

 Monday 27th  - joint Parent Council & Association meeting- 7pm 

 Friday 3rd – House Assemblies – Book Day 

MARCH  

 Friday 10th  - P6 & 7 Maths Set Drop-in 

 Thursday 16th  - Class Photographs 

 Monday 20th – The Big Pedal begins 

 Tuesday 21st – Parent Consultation Afternoon 

 Thursday 23rd – Parent Consultation Evening 

 Friday 24th – Red Nose Day 

 Friday 31st – last day of term – Spring Holiday 

APRIL 

 Tuesday 18th – Staff and Pupils return 

MAY 

 Monday 1st  – May Day holiday 

 Thursday 4th – In-service day 

 Monday 22nd – Victoria Day Holiday 

JUNE 

 Wednesday 14th  – Sports Day 

 Friday 30th – Last Day of Term/Session 

 

 

 

THE BIG PICTURE 
The school is currently developing its VISION and creating a Curriculum 

Rationale which will be our focus for improvement over the coming years. 

Both the VISION and the Curriculum Rationale are informed by national 

and local initiatives but they should also reflect what is unique about 

Craiglockhart. Our new Pupil Parliament are taking the lead on this. The 

Parliament’s first big achievement was creating our new School Charter 

which is now on display around the school. The Parliament are now looking 

at refreshing our Promoting Positive Behaviour programme. All the work 

of the Parliament is done in liaison with their classmates to ensure that 

all our pupils have a voice.  

Our Curriculum Rationale will reflect our current school priorities which 

in turn reflect national priorities – we will continue to focus on Literacy, 

Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing. But uniquely for Craiglockhart, 

Sustainability will also continue to be a focus for our school.  

Like all schools across Scotland, we are engaging with the National 

Improvement Framework which has been introduced by the Scottish 

government to provide better information about how children are 

progressing in Scottish schools. There will be new national standardised 

tests starting next session. The government are very keen that the 

purpose of these tests is to complement teacher judgement.  

As part of the government’s ambition for more equity and to ‘Close the 

Gap’ for the children of Scotland, many schools have received Equity 

Funding. Craiglockhart have been allocated some funding. I am currently 

liaising with staff on how best to use this funding to ‘close the gap’ in 

our own school context. I will also discuss the funding with our Pupil 

Parliament and our Parent Council.  

 PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT 
Just before the Half Term break we held a Drop-in morning for parents 

where parents were invited to come and join in with active learning. The 

morning was a big success. My Maths Set certainly enjoyed challenging 

their parents with our very tricky Maths Games.  

Our second round of Parent Consultations are taking place near the end 

of this term (21st & 23rd March) this year rather than in the final term. 

We felt this would be more useful as it gives everyone time to address 

any issues that are raised. Letters regarding your preferences for 

appointments will come out on Monday.  

The Book Fair will be in school the week of Parent Consultations. Pupils 

will be able to view the Fair the week before and parents can buy books 

when they come along for their consultation appointments. 

Parents of P6 & 7 pupils should also have received an invite to a Drop-in 

on Friday 10th March to meet with the Maths Set teachers (this is for 

parents whose child’s Maths Set teacher is not their class teacher).  

Teachers will be inputting more observations on your child’s learning into 

their Online Learning Journals this term.  

In the Summer Term, teachers will input further observations to the 

journals. We will also be undertaking our timetable of standardised 

assessments and evaluating your child’s progress over the year. Teachers 

are currently discussing the best way to share this information with you 

and I will let you know exactly how that will look before the end of term.  

Next term, pupils will also be completing their own evaluations of their 

learning and their wider achievements. There will also now be a health 

and wellbeing aspect to the evaluation.  

On Monday, there is a joint Parent Council and Parent Association 

meeting. The Parent Council are currently looking at ways to develop 

effective ways to engage with you, the wider parent body. I am very 

keen to support them with this as Parental Engagement is a key aspect 

of our new Vision and Curriculum Rationale.   

Our Parent Association recently sent out a letter asking you to prioritise 

their ideas for contributing funding to the school. Thank you to everyone 

who has responded. Your views are so important. If you still haven’t 

completed the feedback slip, please do so.  

Finally, as part of our engagement with the Improvement Framework 

priorities, we are looking to hold a careers event in the summer term 

either at school level and/or at cluster level. The purpose of the event/s 

is to encourage our older pupils to consider their options for their 

future careers. I would be very keen to hear from parents who would be 

interested in being part of such an event sharing their own careers, 

skills and experiences. I will send out a feedback form about this soon.  
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  NEWS FROM OUR HOUSE CAPTAINS 

Next Friday 3rd March, our House Captain Team are holding their second 

House Assembly. As it is the day after World Book Day, this will be the 

theme of their assemblies. They have invited pupils to come into school 

either dressed as a favourite book character, dressed in their house 

colours or ‘dressed down’ (not in uniform). Every pupil should have 

received a World Book Day BOOK TOKEN today and they are valid from 

Monday 

At Assembly today, all pupils were told about the City of Edinburgh 

Council’s ‘City Vision 2050’. Pupils were asked to think about what they 

would like Edinburgh to be like in the future. Everyone is invited to get 

their ideas down on paper. Our House Captains will choose three of the 

ideas to send in to the Council.  

On Friday 24th March, our House Captains will be leading a special Red 

Nose Day assembly. We will be holding a TALENT SHOW and all pupils 

are invited to take part in the class heats for the show. Children will be 

invited to once again dress up or ‘down’ for the occasion.  

ROAD SAFETY & TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL 

We will once again be taking part in the Big Pedal in March and we 

encourage as many children and parents as possible to come to school on 

bike or scooter. The Big Pedal is led by our Junior Road Safety Team.  

While we encourage our children to walk and cycle to school, it is very 

concerning to me that a number of parents are dropping their children 

off at school by car in an unsafe way at the front and around the back 

of the school. The roads around the school are very busy and congested 

and  parents should not be stopping/parking where there are double 

yellow or zig-zag lines. If you need to bring your child to school by car, a 

solution may be to drop your child off a little way from the school where 

it is safer to stop and they can walk from there.   

SPORTS NEWS 

Our P6/7 Sportshall Team came second in the Edinburgh Sportshall 

Finals in January. This entitled them to go through to the East of 

Edinburgh finals which they took part in on Wednesday and they once 

again came SECOND! This is a fabulous achievement and we are all very 

proud of the team! WELL DONE! And a big thank you to Mr Sweet and 

Mr Huggard for all their hard work training the team! 

A FEW IMPORTANT MESSAGES 

Please encourage your child to take home their belongings at the end of 

each school day – particularly their coats and packed lunch boxes! 

Headlice has been an issue in a few classes recently. Please ensure that 

you regularly check your child’s hair.  

And finally, a reminder that Craiglockhart has a school uniform and it is 

not expected that pupils will come in to school in jeans or brightly 

coloured clothes (except on special occasions). Uniforms can be bought 

through the PA and at the excellent second hand uniform shop. 
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