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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 28
th

 October 2015 

 

Prior to the formal meeting of the Parent Council (minutes below), an information-sharing joint 

meeting of the Parent Council and Parent Association was held. This meeting was largely 

devoted to an informal presentation by outdoor spaces architects Mike Harrison and Martin 

Stevens, of Harrison|Stevens (http://harrisonstevens.co.uk/sector/education/) on initial, for 

discussion, proposals for a masterplan for playground improvements. 

 

The total cost would be expected to be of the order of £100k. The scale of the project therefore 

requires (i) that external funding sources are sought and (ii) that a phased approach should be 

considered from the outset. The Playground Working Group sees the development and agreement 

of a masterplan as key to exploring and unlocking external funding.  

 

Those in attendance were generally extremely impressed and excited by the initial proposals, 

though it was agreed that quite some further, wider consultations will need to follow. 

 

1. Present:, Gareth Oakley (C); Tom Bruce; Tara Hargreaves; Paul Hutton; Emma McCallum 

 

Apologies: Andrew Burns; Jennie Climie; Katie Hardie; Derek Law 

 

2. Minutes of meeting of 23
rd

 September 2015 

 

No comments or corrections were made. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

None. 

 

4. Chair’s Business 

Gareth had attended the latest West neighbourhood meeting and following all Edinburgh 

Consultative Committee with Parents (CCwP). Points of note from these meetings are 

summarised: 

 

CEC working group on school admissions appeals 

CEC seeking parent feedback on the appeals process, in support of understanding and 

resolving issues, e.g. apparently inconsistent panel decisions and paucity of volunteer 

appeals panel members. Any party interested in participation should contact Gareth.  

 

Breakfast clubs 

Gareth reported that CEC continues to aspire to a network of breakfast clubs across the city. 

Currently, 55 of the 85 CEC primary schools have breakfast provision. It was confirmed that 

this is an aspiration supporting ongoing efforts to enhance attainment among all pupils 

http://harrisonstevens.co.uk/sector/education/
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across the City. It does not require a breakfast club at every school; it simply seeks to offer 

access to breakfast club facilities to as many pupils as wish to do so.  

 

Gareth noted that previous parent questionnaire responses showed little interest in provision 

of a breakfast club at Craiglockhart.  

 

CCwP 

The November CCwP meeting will be devoted to the Education and Families budget. Gareth 

will report on this at next meeting. 

 

5. AOCB 

 

School railings 

Continued concern at the poor condition of sections of the school’s perimeter railings has 

been raised by a number of parents.  

 

Unfortunately discussions with CEC to date have made it clear that they do not see 

maintenance of the railings as a priority. This position would only change if it could be 

shown that there was a direct health and safety risk to pupils and/or staff. 

 

Given that maintenance of the railings does fall within the CEC’s facilities management the 

Parent Association is not willing to spend School funds to carry out any work. 

 

At this point therefore there is little chance of any work being conducted unless via 

voluntary contributions from the wider parent/carer body. 

 

Action Derek – perform visual survey of condition to ensure that poor condition does 

not pose H&S risk to pupils. 
 

AGM 

The meeting discussed the potential format and the possibility of arranging a speaker as in 

the past few years. It was proposed to explore the possibility of asking Mike Harrison to 

present the outline masterplan as previewed to the joint PA/PC meeting.  

 

Action: Gareth to talk to Playground Working Party to consider whether a scheduled 

talk in January / February would fit with ongoing funding and development approach. 

 

Agenda items for next normal meeting 

- Feedback on end of 14/15 questionnaire returns; 

- Update on progress to Green Flag award 

 

6. Date of next meeting 

 

Wednesday 3rd February 2016 

AGM – Monday 22
nd

 February (following joint meeting with PA) 

Additional date for diaries – PA Family Ceilidh 29
th

 January 2016 


