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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 26
th

 October 2016 

 

 

1. Present:, Gareth Oakley (C); Tom Bruce; Tara Hargreaves; Katie Hunter; Seona Skulina  

Apologies: Andrew Burns; Jenny Climie; Katie Hardie; Derek Law; Mark Taylor 

 

2. Head Teacher’s Report 

 

Gareth summarised the Head Teacher’s report. A copy of the report is appended to the 

minutes here. Katie has been invited to attend the Pupil Parliament and contribute on the 

topic of behaviour. 

 

Action: Parent Council to seek feedback on work of Pupil Parliament at November 

meeting. 

 

3. Chair’s business 

 

Chair’s Business was devoted to two aspects of the Scottish Government’s present review of 

Education provision across Scotland. 

 

i) It is 10 years since the introduction of the Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) 

Act 2006. The Scottish Government asked the National Parent forum of Scotland to 

review the Act on its behalf and make recommendations on what needs ot change 

and how. A ‘Call for Evidence’ was therefore issued seeking views of Parent 

Councils and, in a separate questionnaire, of individual parents/carers. 

 

Gareth provided an overview of the present role of the Parent Council, and how the views of 

parents/carers are expressed within the City at Locality and City-wide level. (See slides 1 – 8 

in separate presentation). 

 

The meeting then considered its response to each of the questions in the Call for Evidence. A 

summary of those responses is appended to the minutes. 

 

ii) The Scottish Government has also launched a consultation ‘Empowering Teachers, 

Parents and Communities to Achieve Excellence and Equity in Education – A 

Governance Review’. This seeks views regarding the system by which education is 

delivered throughout Scotland.  

 

Gareth provided a brief background to the consultation (see remaining slides in separate 

presentation). The consultation closes on 6
th

 January and further discussion regarding this 

will be taken at the next Parent Council meeting in November. 
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The Governance Review will also form a main agenda item at the forthcoming CCwP 

meeting.  

 

Action: Gareth to feedback details from this meeting at November meeting. 

 

Tom suggested that PC should have, as a standing agenda item, “Issues for Chair to take to 

CCwP”. 

 

Action: Gareth to seek feedback from Parent Council prior to upcoming CCwP 

meeting on 8
th

 December. 

 

4. AOCB 

 

None raised. 

 

5. Date of next meetings 

 

Monday 29
th

 November 2016, 1900. 

The first c.1 hour of this meeting will be a joint meeting with the Parent Association. 

 

Subsequent meetings will be held on 

 AGM on 1
st
, 7

th
 or 8

th
 February 

 27
th

 February (joint meeting with PA) 

 25
th

 April 

 12
th

 June (joint meeting with PA) 
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Head Teacher Report to Parent Council  

26th October 2016 
 

School Vision/ Curriculum Rationale 
The new Pupil Parliament began work on reviewing the school’s promoting positive behaviour 
programme, the Golden Rules and Golden Time. This leads on from feedback from parents last year and 
initial work by staff. The Pupil Parliament are once again taking the big picture view of things. Using the 
United Nation’s Rights of a Child, and, looking at good practice across the country, they have created, in 
liaison with their classmates, a School Charter – which focuses on the rights of pupils and valuing the 
rights of others.  
 
It is very important that the Pupil Parliament work together with a variety of partners – teachers, parents 
and others. Our local MSP, Daniel Johnson, has been to visit the school and is keen to be involved in the 
work of the Pupil Parliament. Kendal Gater and Tracy Thomson, who are supporting the parliament with 
this particular project, will attend the next Parent Council meeting to discuss how the Parent Council can 
support the Pupil Parliament.  
 
Staffing 

 Mrs Lynn McKie has been recruited to teach Primary 6B and will begin working with the class on 

Monday 7th November. 

 Mrs Annette Thomson (P3B) is still absent although all signs are that she is recovering and should 

be back with us soon. We have been able to get supply cover for the class and SMT have been 

coordinating the planning for the class in liaison with Mrs Thomson’s team teaching partner, Mrs 

Hubbard and her stage partner, Ms Jollie. P3B parents have been informed.  

 
Building 

After the major leak which caused the closure of the school was repaired, as with many older buildings, 
the pipe then ruptured at the next weak spot. Unfortunately the new leak was in a sealed area due to the 

presence of asbestos. The council’s scientific services who monitor the asbestos in all council buildings, 

arranged for the area to be cleared of asbestos during the October holidays. This work has been 
completed and the relevant certificates issued and the repair to the pipe will now commence. Only a few 

rooms in the school are affected by this work and back up heating has been provided.  
 

Parentpay 
The contract has been signed for the authority to take forward a new online payment system and the 

winning bid was Parentpay. Craiglockhart has put itself forward to be in the first band of schools to roll 

out the new system. Staff are being briefed this week and it is hoped the school will be able to roll out 
the system by the end of the year. As we are in the initial rollout, it would be expected that there may be 

some teething issues, however, I am confident that our Admin staff will embrace this new system for the 
benefit of our families.  

 

Staff Development 
Since our last meeting, staff have been involved in a cluster moderation exercise where they have 

planned a literacy and numeracy lesson with their cluster stage colleagues which they will evaluate 
together next term. At this week’s In-service day, we looked at how we developing our use of school 

attainment data in light of the new National Framework. We also spent time researching Growth Mindset 

(the way learners need to feel about themselves) and taking forward formative assessment (pupils 
understanding of their own learning).  
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Dear Parent Council, 
 
Ten years ago the Scottish Parliament passed a law to ensure that parents can 
be fully involved in their children’s schooling.  
This was to help parents:  
• be involved with their child’s education and learning 
• feel welcomed to take part in the life of the school 
• and to be encouraged to express their views, on their school and working 
together with the school. 
 
The Scottish Government have asked the body which represents parents’ views 
– the National Parent Forum of Scotland – to review the Act on the government’s 
behalf and to make recommendations on what needs to change and how. 
 
This review asks for your opinion on the impact, successes and shortfalls of the 
Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Act 2006. This includes looking at how 
well schools involve parents in what they do, and finding ideas to develop ways 
to better involve parents in the life and work of their schools. It is also hoped that 
it will inspire everyone to look at the most effective way of helping parents 
support children in Scottish schools. 
 
A ‘Call for Evidence’ is a way to ask the public what they think, gather information 
on what issues exist, and suggest ways of dealing with them. It includes set 
questions, but can also involve people describing what their experience has 
been, or what their opinions are. 
 
This call for evidence asks for your views as a parent council. It can be 
completed via this online survey, or paper copies can be downloaded from 
www.npfs.org.uk/Review and emailed or printed to be posted back.  
 
You can contact the NPFS on 0131 313 8842 or by emailing 
reviewteam@npfs.org.uk 
If you would like to return a paper copy to us please send it to:  
Review Team, NPFS, Rosebery House, 9 Haymarket Terrace,Edinburgh, EH12 
5EZ 
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Section 1 - About your Parent Council 
 
1. What stage does your parent council cover? 
Nursery 
Primary School 
Secondary school   
 
2. What is the first part of your school's postcode? 
 
EH11 
 
3. Approximately how many pupils does your school have? 
 
400 
 
4. What is the gender split of your parent council? 

No. Of male members    5 No. Of female members 7 

Parents 
Staff 
Co-opted 
 
5. Are you happy for your responses to be published within the review findings? 
All of the information will be treated in the strictest confidence. It will not be 
possible for individuals or schools to be identified in the publication of the report. 
 
Yes 
No 
 
 
6. Does your school have a: 
 
Parent Council 
Parent Teacher Association 
Parent Group 
 
We acknowledge that different schools may use different names for the 
Parent Council, but for ease of interpretation, Parent Council will be used 
for the remainder of the document. 
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7. The functions of the Parent Council are to support school management, to 
represent the views of all the parents of children in school, and to promote 
communication between parents and school. They are also able to give the 
parents’ point of view to the school management, including the local authority. To 
what extent, if at all, do you feel your Parent Council: 
 
Supports the school management 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
Helps parents to be involved in the school community 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
Helps community members to be involved in the school community 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
Represents all of the parents and gets their views 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
Gives the parents’ point of view to the local authority 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
Promotes communication between parents and school 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
 
 
8. As a parent council: 
 
Do you collectively feel respected and valued by your school leadership? 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
Do you collectively feel respected and valued by the other parents? 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
Are you representative of the diversity in your school? 
A lot  A little  Not much Not at all  Don’t Know 
 
 
9. The Head Teacher has a duty to report to the PC. Do you feel this happens in 
your PC meetings in regards to: 
 
The school development plan 
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Mostly Somewhat Not Sure Not Enough No 
 
Ambitions for the school 
Mostly Somewhat Not Sure Not Enough No 
 
The Standards and Quality report of the school 
Mostly Somewhat Not Sure Not Enough No 
 
Supporting the running of the parent council 
Mostly Somewhat Not Sure Not Enough No 
 
 
Further comments on how Head Teachers work with the parent council: 
 
Senior Management Team don’t instinctively seek consultation with Parent 
Council on major initiatives within the School. However, they are generally 
supportive of the Parent Council’s work and regularly communicate and report to 
the Parent Council. 
 
 
 
10. If your Parent Council (PC) have been involved in the recruitment of a 
promoted post (Deputy or Head Teacher) did you feel : 
 
Adequately prepared for the process 
A Lot  A Little Not Sure Not Enough  No N/A 
 
Your opinion was taken into account 
A Lot  A Little Not Sure Not Enough  No N/A 
 
That Parent Council representation in the interview process was worthwhile 
A Lot  A Little Not Sure Not Enough  No N/A 
 
That Parent Council representation in the interview process would change the 
outcome 
A Lot  A Little Not Sure Not Enough  No N/A 
 
 
11. Do you feel that the Parent Council should not have been involved? 
Yes  No  Not Sure N/A 
 
Additional comments on promoted post recruitment? Please also let us know 
about your experiences if you have had multiple occasions of recruitment. 
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Thinking about Communication 
 
12. As a Parent Council how do you communicate with the parent body? 
Text Message 
Mostly    Occasionally   Never 
 
Newsletter 
Mostly    Occasionally   Never 
 
School Magazine 
Mostly    Occasionally   Never 
 
Parent Council events 
Mostly    Occasionally   Never 
 
Other School events 
Mostly    Occasionally   Never 
 
Bag Drop Letters 
Mostly    Occasionally   Never 
 
Other( please specify below) 
Mostly    Occasionally   Never 
 
Via email and information posted on School website 
 
13. Do you think that your school does enough to promote parental involvement 
in: 
 
The different ways that you can work with your school to help with your child, and 
other children's learning 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
How you can have your say about the way your school is run 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
How you help your own children to learn skills and improve school learning. 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
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14. Do you think that Scottish Government does enough to promote parental 
involvement in: 
 
The different ways that you can work with your school to help with your child, and 
other children's learning 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
How you can have your say about the way your school is run 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
How you help your own children to learn skills and improve school learning. 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
 
 
 
15. Do you think that your Local Authority does enough to promote parental 
involvement in: 
 
The different ways that you can work with your school to help with your child, and 
other children's learning 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
How you can have your say about the way your school is run 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
How you help your own children to learn skills and improve school learning. 
Completely Somewhat Not Enough  No  Don’t Know 
 
 
 
16. Is your school or Parent Group good at helping parents get involved? Why is 
this? What do they do? What else, if anything could they do? 
 
Most successful at engaging parents/carers to assist with fund raising and 
activities/events; less so when it comes to regularly canvassing broad spectrum 
of their views. Success is due to good planning and experience in what is 
required to deliver activities/events and suitable task delegation. 
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17. How does your school support parents to help their children learn more at 
home? What more, if anything, could they do to help? 
 
Existing support includes: 
 
Use of drop-in information sessions (e.g. Early Years Numeracy) 
Online learning journals 
Stage Handbooks 
 
More support could be provided in terms of: 
 
The context for learning and expectations around depth and breadth of 
homework tasks and learning outcomes 
 
Wider curriculum beyond literacy and numeracy 
 
Use of learning journals to assist pupils in seeing progress and identifying goals 
 
Better advertising of where CASC facilities are available to assist parent/carer 
attendance at events 
 
 
18. Do you have any other comments that you would like to share about being 
involved with your child(ren)’s learning and your school? This could be things that 
are working well, things that need improvement, or any changes that you would 
like to see to help you or other parents. 
 
Online learning journals are seen as a broadly positive development. Feedback 
from parent/carers is being worked on by staff to assist in broadening the number 
of observations and value of these for individual pupils 
 
 
 
 
 
19. Would you like Parent Councils to have more power over the running of the 
school - (currently they have none - they are simply there to support the work of 
the school and provide a link between the school and all the parents). 
Yes   Somewhat   Not Sure  No 
 


