
 

Craiglockhart Parent Council - Meetings open to All  1 

 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 18
th

 March 2015 

 

 

1. Present:, Gareth Oakley (C); Tom Bruce; Paul Hutton; Derek Law; Emma McCallum 

 

Apologies: Andrew Burns; Jenny Climie; Gavin Corbett; Aileen Duffy; Katie Hardie; Ali 

Walker 

 

2. Minutes of meeting of 26
th

 November 2014 and AGM of 24
th

 February 2015 

 

No comments or corrections were made. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

Choir: Emma and Tom raised concern that CPS choir concerts were convolved into a full 

Christian church service, blurring the lines between the school and the church, and perhaps 

making participation less inclusive. Derek noted the concerns but was not sure that they 

were widely held. He would explore this as a brief additional part of the Golden Time 

questionnaire. Emma offered her assistance in the preparation and circulation of the 

questionnaire. 

 

ACTION DEREK: Include question exploring parent attitudes to school choir and its 

activities in forthcoming questionnaire. 

 

 

4. Chair’s Business 

 

Improvements to school’s security were reported as in progress. The back door has been 

alarmed; the south / CASC door has camera and intercom. Swipe cards were awaited (now 

issued).  Derek expressed gratitude to the PC, PA and CASC for contributions to the 

financing of the improvements. 

 

Hugo noted that PC had not yet been invoiced by CPS for its share of the improvements. 

 

Buildings maintenance. All the major jobs are now completed! Derek and Louise continue 

to apply pressure re the large puddles in the back playground. 

 

Gareth reported a conversation with Peter Watten, Acting Head of Property Management 

with CEC, who reported that the existing list of >50 approved CEC sub-contractors would 

be cut right back to 3 from 1
st
 April. Improved information systems will enable real-time 

tracking of progress on jobs, so some improvement in overall performance and satisfaction 

can be anticipated. 
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Derek noted that an on-going bottle-neck was the requirement to conduct all 

communications via the Facilities Manager, but also noted that Louise was very proactive in 

this follow-up! 

 

The implementation of the new kitchen and provision of school meals for all P1-P3 seems 

to have gone mostly very smoothly. Emma enquired whether there was a formal route to 

supply feedback on the popularity of particular menu choices. Derek noted that the kitchen 

had at least a little latitude to make local adjustments. 

 

ACTION GARETH: ask about feedback on food at next Neighbourhood meeting. 

 

The question of whether the kitchen could be made available for use at the Summer Fair was 

raised. 

 

ACTION DEREK: check whether this is possible and report findings to Jenny 

Mackenzie. 

 

Conflicting advice on head lice. NHS Lothian and CEC advice differ significantly. Derek 

reported that he had already brought this to CEC’s attention, and that the local authority 

(CEC) advice “trumps” the NHS Lothian advice! Emma noted that appropriate treatments 

were available free from minor ailments counters at chemists’ shops. 

 

Academic year calendar. The controversy continues witnessed by over 10,000 responses 

having been received to the CEC consultation. CEC will come back with (probably, 

modestly) revised proposals 

 

Changes to the letting process. Under new plans, the centralised system will be replaced by 

each area having a ‘hub secondary’ acting as a Facilities Manager, and through which let 

requests will be directed. 

 

Online payment system. The WisePay pilot was supposed to have been launched in Spring 

2015, but is now going to be launched at a later date, nationally. CEC see this as a priority in 

making efficiency savings, and anticipate launch later in 2015.  

 

5. A.O.C.B. 

 

Derek reported that Mrs A Thomson was currently on carer’s leave. PC asked Derek to 

convey its sympathies to Mrs Thomson. 

 

There was some concern at the communications with parents on these changes. Derek noted 

that a note had been sent in paper form only, and not by ParentMail.  

 

Derek noted that Mhairi Lindsay was working with Michael Main until Easter, so the class 

was well-covered. 
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Derek reported that the School Fund Committee (Derek; Catriona; Mrs Scott) would 

meet shortly. PC requested that there be some parent involvement in this group. 

 

ACTION DEREK: consider route for parent representation on School Fund 

Committee. 

 

Derek reported on cooking in the curriculum. Derek reported that both Ms Gater and Ms 

Scobie had attended a CPD course for cooking. Room 8 is being converted for food-based 

project work. This all fits well with a Scottish Government initiative to encourage cooking 

and baking in schools.  

 

Derek reported on the anticipated P1 intake and staffing updates. P1 for 15/16 is 

anticipated to be 56, 2 of whom may defer. CEC have allocated 2x classes of 25, but this 

could well change to 3x 20 (as per recent years) by June. Permanent staffing will not be 

affected either way – if 15 classes, then there will be 2 probationer posts; if 14 classes, then 

just one probationer post. 

 

Both this year’s probationers, Ms Ramsay and Ms O’Rourke will continue with CPS for a 

further year due to the two career breaks in progress. PC welcomed this news. 

 

Derek reported on playground improvements.  The working party will progress after the 

visit-in of Grounds for Learning on 30
th

 March. 

 

Derek reported that the Golden Time questionnaire would be distributed at House 

Assemblies next week. 

 

Derek reported on the 1+2 language programme. From 16/17, this will see all P1-P4 

being offered one language, with a second language introduced from P5.  

 

At CPS, P1 French will commence from August (i.e. session 15/16). The P5-P7 second 

language will be Mandarin Chinese. 

 

Tom noted Health and Safety concerns about the children viewing the forthcoming 

near-total eclipse of the sun.  While, weather-permitting, this would be a wonderful and 

perhaps lifetime-memorable event, he was concerned that close supervision would be 

required to ensure full compliance with essential instructions.  

 

Derek reported that the Risk Assessment for the P2s who would be outside would be cleared 

with the Council tomorrow. 

 

Council advice turned out to be that viewing could not be conducted safely within a whole-

class setting. Instead, Derek took the decision to allow children who wished to view the 

eclipse with their families / carers could do so, and come to school late, at 1000. 

 

6. Date of next meeting 

Wednesday 3
rd

 June 2015, at 19.15, in the School 


