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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 12
th

 June 2017 

 

 

1. Present:, Gareth Oakley (C); Tom Bruce; Jonny Dobson; Tara Hargreaves; Seona Skulina; 

Mark Taylor, Derek Law.  

Apologies: Emma McCallum 

 

The first half of the meeting was held jointly with the Parent Association. A summary of 

Parent Council business was provided: 

 

2. Parent Council Summary 

 

Note: All Parent Council business is copied to the three Councillors that represent the 

Craiglockhart ward. Given the retirement of Andrew Burns, Andrew Johnston (Conservative) 

was elected in the May 2017 elections, joining the re-elected Gavin Corbett (Green) and David 

Key (SNP). 

 

Homework Questionnaire 

 

The Parent Council held a Discussion Forum back in March that offered a range of views around 

homework in order to begin an engagement with all parent/carers around how homework is used 

at Craiglockhart. This Forum used the experience of the Finnish system from our guest speaker 

as well as details from recent reviews and media coverage to provide an overview of approaches. 

 

The follow-up Homework survey went out this week – and is open until the start of the next 

session. We would encourage everyone to contribute. There has been some discussion with 

pupils and the outcomes of the survey will be discussed with staff.  

 

Immediate focus is if there is any appetite for change among pupils, parents and carers - if there 

is then there will be a follow up to see what and how it might change. 

 

The original survey tried to capture both and was too ambitious – hence the delay in issuing as 

this was refined – thanks to Leyla Kerlaff for her help in shaping the survey. 

 

Communications 

 

The Parental role is one of the key components of the Scottish Government’s National 

Improvement Framework; therefore also a key element of the Curriculum Rationale at 

Craiglockhart. We therefore reflected on how to engage with parents/carers. It has been harder of 

late with the combination of the re-creation of the school website and then an interim period in 

the switchover between ParentMail and Parent Pay where email lists weren’t accessible. 
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The Scottish Parent Teacher Council (SPTC) offers support to parent bodies – we have 

membership via the City Council (insurance cover also serviced via them). Claire Wheeler came 

to our last meeting to talk around general issues of communication, resources available SPTC 

and how they might help going forward. We agreed to re-engage next session. 

 

Also looking at potential use of wider media – investigating with Jonny’s help the #slack system 

– this could be a means of promoting the work of the Parent Council more readily. 

 

SW Locality and CCwP 

 

SW Locality Meeting – the last meeting of this session discussed the upcoming review and 

update of the Parental Engagement Strategy by City of Edinburgh Council. During the Scottish 

Government’s Educational Governance Review consultation we determined that Edinburgh is 

unique in Scotland in the way that it delivers parental engagement. Specifically through the 

appointment of a parental representative on the Education & Families Committee. Its 

continuation was strongly supported by all representatives. We’ll see what future opportunities 

we’ll have to shape the review. 

 

Having said that the City Council has yet to confirm its governance arrangements – this means 

all Committees are not operational at present (save ‘critical’ decision making bodies in interim – 

not Education & Families!). The last CCwP is this Thursday (15
th

 June) and will go ahead 

without Councillor representation. 

 

One issue that was raised regarding Parent Pay is the transaction fee of 1.57% that goes with 

each transaction – regardless of whether it is online or in cash. This is potentially a problem for 

small trips (e.g. bus fare for a trip at £0.80 can’t charge parents/carers additional %). Not clear 

whether school or City Council is picking up these costs; Issue to be raised at CCwP for 

clarification. 

 

Finances 

 

Tara – main expense will be Junior Librarian software contribution. The software is vital for 

library – but has other features that can assist in wider support for learning. 

 

The two groups then split for the remainder of the meeting. 

 

3. Chair’s business 

 

ParentPay 

 

This online system has now been rolled out to all parents/carers at Craiglockhart. The system 

combines email contact as well as the capacity to pay for school meals, trips and other items.  

 

Derek noted that the School will encourage all parents/carers to sign up to the ParentPay system 

– even if they don’t wish to use the online payment system. While the School keeps contact 

details for all parents/carers it will be enable easier use of email communications if there is a 
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high uptake rate for ParentPay sign up. The previously used Parent Mail is not no longer in use. 

 

Mark noted that it was not easy to set up more than one child in the system and the group noted a 

few other issues around functionality and understanding of payment mechanisms. 

 

Action: Parent Council to create a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ sheet to supplement 

limited material already supplied by the City Council. 

 

Class Arrangement for 2017/18 

 

Derek reported that these were anticipated to be as per the recent newsletter, i.e. one P1 class of 

35 (with two teachers) and one class of 25 with a single member of staff. Derek noted that we 

will also be welcoming back Pamela law and Isobel Saunders to the staff. 

 

Language Provision 

 

This was reviewed at the most recent staff in-service day reflecting on the experiences of the first 

year without a French specialist involved in delivery. Euan Sweet will conduct refresher training 

in August regarding the CEC Priorities (the 1+2 language programme) and the School’s approach 

to delivery. Stage partners will then plan together in August. 

 

Jonny noted a popular app “Gogo Lingo” which ‘game-ifies’ language learning for younger 

people.  

 

Action: Derek to lead development of an information note/leaflet for parents/carers 

regarding broad expectations in French for each stage. 

 

School Uniform 

 

Gareth enquired after policy re implementation of uniform code. Derek noted that he will 

emphasise the importance that the school places on pupils wearing uniform in the next 

newsletter. 

 

Action: Derek to note uniform policy and expectations in next newsletter. 

 

4. Date of next meeting 

 

Provisional meeting dates for next session are: 

 

Tuesday 5
th

 September 19:00 (ICT Suite) 

Monday 23
rd

 October 19:00 (Staff Room, Joint meeting with PA) 

Tuesday 16
th

 January 19:00 (ICT Suite) 

Monday 26
th

 February 19:00 (Staff Room, Joint meeting with PA) 

Wednesday 21
st
 March 19:00 (ICT Suite) 

Monday 11
th

 June 19:00 (Staff Room, Joint meeting with PA) 
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It was agreed that we would look to have a main theme for each meeting. Language provision 

was one suggestion. Seona noted that this shouldn’t be at the expense of other curriculum work 

in areas such as science and music in the medium term. 

 

To felt that road safety and parking, although discussed at length previously, was no less critical 

than in the past and could benefit from further attention. 

 

 


