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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 3
rd

 June 2015 

 

 

1. Present:, Gareth Oakley (C); Tom Bruce; Hugo Allan; Tara Hargreaves; Derek Law; Emma 

McCallum 

 

Apologies: Andrew Burns; Jenny Climie; Gavin Corbett; Aileen Duffy; Katie Hardie; Ali 

Walker; Paul Hutton 

 

2. Joint Meeting with Parent Association 

 

The first part of the meeting was a joint meeting with the Parent Association. Gareth 

presented a summary of Parent Council business, specifically: 

 

• School Security – All three parent bodies had contributed to the enhanced security within 

the School Building. This seemed to be bedding-in well and use of correct entry and exit 

procedures was very much adopted by the children. 

• Maintenance – The facilities management system run by City of Edinburgh Council 

(CEC) includes all Council buildings rather than Schools exclusively. There has been an 

increase in the volume of reported issues following the Liberton High School incident. The 

present system for dealing with maintenance work has been revised from April 2015, with a 

huge reduction in the number of framework contractors and with those remaining accepting 

much-enhanced tracking of jobs, including use of GPS! Health and Safety critical issues will 

continue to be prioritised and all Schools are encouraged to escalate any such matters if 

there is any concern that they are not being suitably addressed. 

• CEC Education and Families department – the Department delivered a balanced 

budget for 2014/15, despite extensive savings that were required in order to do so. Further 

savings of up to £40M will be sought in the next year. There remains a commitment to avoid 

any reduction in front line services while delivering such savings. 

• CEC have committed to Scottish Government to maintain teacher numbers (in return for 

a slightly improved settlement) for the next academic year. 

• Previous projections from CEC that primary school pupil rolls would peak in 2019/20 

have been revised. There is now projected to be a continuing rising roll out to 2030. This 

brings pressures on rolls in particular Schools – though not Craiglockhart at present. 

• Firhill HS has recently received a very positive inspection report. 

• On-line payment system – What was previously a Council only project has now been 

taken forward at national level. A contract has been let, but timescales are not yet clarified. 

 

From the discussions that followed two further items arose: 

 

• Emma noted that in operating the cafe during the summer fair the issue of the use of 

recycling bins and their collection at the school had been raised. She had contacted Gavin 
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Corbett on the matter, and been informed that a new initiative was being rolled out school by 

school. It would not appear that this had been instigated at Craiglockhart.  

 

Action: Gareth and Derek to try and determine whether there is any prospect of an 

upgraded recycling service at the School in the new academic year. 

 

• As part of wider discussions regarding facilities management, Emma raised concern over 

the poor provision of soap dispensers in the girls’ toilets. 

 

Action: Derek to explore this with CPS Business Manager as a matter of urgency. 

 

The Parent Council then met. 

 

3. Minutes of meeting of 18
th

 March 2015 

 

No comments or corrections were made. 

 

4. Matters Arising 

 

Position of Treasurer 

 

Gareth, on behalf of the PC, thanked Hugo for his contribution over 7 years as treasurer. 

 

Tara has kindly agreed to take on the role. She and Tom are to be added as signatories to the 

account.  

 

Action: Tara, Tom to pass photo identification and recent bank statement to Hugo. 

 

Hugo reported that the current PC balance was £565.81, and that the accounts had been 

audited and signed off by Hugo and Gareth. 

 

School security 

Improvements agreed have now all been implemented.  

 

Tom raised minor concern over pick-up arrangements at the end of after-school clubs (eg 

drama).  

 

Action: Derek to contact club organisers and re-iterate guidance and procedures for 

pick up 

 

Monitoring Pupil Performance 

 

Gareth noted that some parents had expressed surprise at recent testing that had been taking 

place within some classes, not having had any prior knowledge that they were to take place. 

It was therefore felt that a quick refresher as to the nature of such testing would be welcome. 
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Derek noted that CEC carried out formal assessments at P1, P4 and P7; the format of the P4 

and P7 assessments are entirely web-based. Derek agreed to enhance communications with 

parents / carers on these. 

 

Tom enquired after the use to which the data was put. Derek responded that its principal use 

was in provided CEC statistics on attainment. Results of the Maths test were also used to 

provide feedback on areas which were presenting difficulty and those that demonstrated 

strengths. This assisted review and enhancement of present teaching programmes. 

 

Travel Plan 

Gareth noted that the Travel Plan was in need of refresh during the forthcoming year 

(2015/16). Emma added that Sustrans “Hands-Up” data could be used.  

 

Action: Gareth to re-read existing plan, and consider how best to refresh the plan. 

 

West Neighbourhood Network; CCWP update 

 

In addition to the points raised at the joint meeting a number of other points were discussed: 

 

Music provision 

CEC has stated that there would be no reduction in the number of music specialists city-

wide. Gareth and Derek noted that this seemed to be at odds with the actual reduction in 

provision of specialist music at CPS (in violin, brass and woodwind). 

 

iPads 

14500 were now in operation across CEC schools, with an aspiration of one for every pupil 

from S1 upwards. David McKie is the QI (Technologies) Officer at CEC leading support to 

Schools and encouraging diversity of application in the use of iPads in the classroom. Derek 

noted that this would be taken forward in CPS (by a number of teachers) in 2015/16. 

 

“Better relationships, better learning, better behaviour” draft policy has been published 

for parent/carer consultation. 

 

Action: Gareth to circulate draft 

 

Parent Council self-evaluation tool-kit – this has been sent on to Parent Council Chairs by 

CEC. 

 

Action: Gareth to circulate 

 

French Language Provision 

 

It was noted that Madame Campsie will be leaving the School at the end of the present 

academic year. This will clearly mean a change in the provision of French teaching and this 

is being actively looked at by the Senior Management team. At this moment in time it is 

likely that existing staff will be able to share responsibility for delivery of French teaching.  


