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 Craiglockhart Primary School 

 Craiglockhart Parent Council Minutes 
 

  Meeting held in the school on 3
rd

 February 2016 

 

 

 

1. Present:, Gareth Oakley (C); Tom Bruce; Jennie Climie ;Gavin Corbett; Tara Hargreaves; 

Derek Law; Catherine Pearce 

 

Apologies: Katie Hardie, Andrew Burns, Emma McCallum 

 

2. Minutes of meeting of 28
th

 October 2015 

 

No comments or corrections were made. 

 

3. Matters Arising 

 

Facilities Management (FM) 

 

Issues of potholes in the playground and the dilapidated state of the railings remained 

unresolved. GC offered to raise issues again with City Council FM, although these items are 

unlikely to be prioritised tasks. 

Action: Gavin – raise playground issues with Facilities Management 
 

TB enquired after the playground’s trees, which appear to have survived the recent gales. 

 

Girls’ toilets: DL reported that the earlier smell has been resolved during the October break. 

Problems had returned in December due to a broken cistern – also now resolved. 

Unfortunately, problems had returned yet again, today (2
nd

 Feb). FM will visit immediately 

(3
rd

 Feb). 

Action: Derek – report on progress at next meeting 
 

A boiler malfunction in December had resulted in an alarming amount of steam being 

released and a Fire Service Scotland call-out which closed Ashley Terrace for a period, and 

saw turntable ladder being used to inspect upper floors. Happily, there was no damage. 

 

GC reported that FM was under constant review at the Council, with aim of a more 

proactive approach to maintenance, compared with the present, largely reactive approach. 

 

4. Chair’s Business 

 

AGM 

It had been tentatively planned that the PC AGM would be folded into an evening launch / 

information / consultation session on the playground improvements. Gareth reported that he 
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had explored this with the Playground Working Party, and it had been agreed that the timing 

would be too soon, with other preparations and communications with wider parent body 

preferred to happen first.  

 

As a result, a separate PC AGM will be held on 22
nd

 February. Both Chair and Secretary 

positions have run their two years. Both incumbents have indicated a willingness to 

continue. Nominations will be called for via ParentMail, with a deadline given ahead of the 

AGM. 

 

Action: Gareth – circulate call for nominations to Chair and Secretary roles via 

ParentMail. 
 

South West Locality and CCwP update 

 

The Director of Education & Families, Gillian Tee, retired at the end of December 2015. 

Alistair Gaw, who is a long standing member of the senior management team, has taken over 

as Acting Director. 

 

A set of FAQs is being prepared re admissions policy, for all years. While there are no 

changes to admissions policy, rising rolls mean that it will become harder and harder to meet 

out of catchment requests, so Council are conscious of the need to manage parent/carer 

expectations in these regards. Main points: 

 

 Pupils must be resident at a given address before a place is allocated 

 P1 and S1 allocations are based on residence before 28
th

 January; after that there is 

no guarantee of a place in the catchment school 

 Out of catchment places for siblings are not guaranteed 

 Where there is pressure on places in Catholic schools, priority will be given to 

catchment baptised Roman Catholics 

 Reserved places for incoming catchment children will normally be retained 

throughout the year 

 

Tynecastle Nursery has received an ‘exemplary’ in a recent inspection. The PC congratulated 

Head Teacher Stella Brown and her amazing team. 

 

The Scottish Government is consulting children and parents/carers re a new anti-bullying 

policy.  

Action: Gareth – circulate link to consultation via ParentMail. 
 

A new group has been formed – East of Scotland Group for Parents of Transgender 

Children. It will meet in Leith on the first Monday of the month. Details available from 

Gareth. 

 

5. Finances 

 

ParentMail: PC indicated its willingness to extend its contribution to the cost associated 
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with ParentMail. In passing, it was noted that uptake of ParentMail was extremely high. 

Gavin noted that in the future, ideally, this type of service could appropriately be provided 

centrally by CEC. 

Action: Tara & Gareth – discuss and make proposal / offer to Derek 
 

 

6. Head Teacher’s reports 

 

In response to the PC’s request, Derek tabled a detailed report of developments based around 

the activities of the Pupil Groups. The PC welcomed this formalisation of the reporting very 

warmly, thanking Derek for the significant effort. A copy of this report is attached to these 

minutes. 

 

 

 

7. AOCB 

 

School dinners 

Gareth reported that he had received a communication from a P1 parent, expressing concern 

that many of the drinks on offer had very high sugar content. It was agreed that it would be 

preferred if the least healthy options were not available.  

 

While menu options are set at a City wide level it is not immediately clear how much 

autonomy there is for individual schools to vary which elements of the menu they offer. 

 

Tom enquired whether the potion size issue had been resolved satisfactorily. This seems to 

be a recurring issue – and has been noted in the Locality Meetings at City Council level. 

 

Action: Derek – raise issues of sugary drinks and portion size with kitchen team 

 

8. Date of next meetings 

 

AGM – Monday 22
th

 February 2016 

 

Parent Council Meeting – Tuesday 19
th

 April 2016 

Joint Parent Council / Parent Association – Monday 6
th

 June 2016 

 


